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 Chapter Officers 2013-2014

 President
 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
360-275-0589
haggis@wavecable.com

 1st Vice President
 CPO Stephen BJ Quance
360-731-5552
sdquance@yahoo.com

 2nd Vice President
 Mr. Richard Dexter
360-692-6876
rdexter@tscnet.com

 Secretary/Treasurer
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

 Marshal
 None



 Chaplain
LTC Wendell Dutt
253-565-5264
wadutt@comsast.net

 Color Bearer
 None

 

Hero Camp Officers 2013-2014

 Commander
 Mr. Peter Dawson
360-779-8219
etypebubba@aol.com

 Chief of Staff
 Col. William Biscomb
206-842-6417
milfordbiscomb@comcast.net

 Adjutant
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

Meeting Notice!
We will meet at VFW Post #239, 190 Dora Ave, Bremerton on Friday, 13 Sep. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend.

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Heroes of ’76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Heroes. 

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

Highlights of the 1 June Meeting

       Pres. Joe MacIntyre opened Chapter #80 at 11:50 a.m. and proceeded to serve as Master of Ceremonies  and Installing Officer for the day’s installation. Before the installation, York Rite held a Purple Cross degree conferral in the Des Moines Masonic Center lodge room. Other Sojourner installing officers were: Chaplain – Jeff Craig #40, Marshall – Mike Pursey #80, & Secretary – Charles Yankosky #80. The Long Horn B-BQ lunch was served at noon and installation commenced at 12:40. Don Patrick #89 presented “A Toast to the Flag.”

       Master of Ceremonies Joe introduced the York Rite dignitaries who had attended the noon York Rite meeting. They were: MWB William R. Miller, MWB Sat Tashiro, MWB James Reid, Dep. High Priest Jeff King, Scribe Gene Fish, Peter Dawson, Mike Pursey 

and Donald Beck. Also introduced were NW Area 

Sojourner Rep. Marion Windell and Dep. Rep. Wen- dell Dutt. The arrangement manager for Pacific Beach Retreat on Oct. 4, 5 & 6 is Gerald Earl. Make your reservations early and send Gerald Earl the money.

      The Officers were then called up in rows by Chap-

ter and Heroes Camp and sworn in:

V/Adm. Homer Wallin Chap. #40 Pres. Gerald Earl; 1ST VP James Erickson; 2ND VP John Kraft: 3RD VP Steven Dazey; Chap. Robert Dearborn; Sec/Treas.

Donald Beck.  Capt. Wm F. Gordon Heroes Com. Robert Dearborn; C.of S. James Erickson; Chap. Sat
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Tashiro; Adj. Don Beck; OOD E.W. McKinney.

Sinclair Inlet Chap. #80 Pres. Joe MacIntyre; 

1ST VP B.J. Quance; 2ND VP Dick Dexter; Chap. Wen-dell Dutt; Sec/Treas. Charles Yankosky.  Lewis & 

Clark Heroes Com. Peter Dawson; C.of S. Bill Biscomb; Adj. Charles Yankosky.

Fort Lewis Chap. #89 Pres. Bruce Johnson; 1ST VP

Frank Smith; 2ND VP Ed Tebbutt; 3RD VP Arland Buchanan; Sec/Treas. Wendell Dutt; Asst. Sec/Treas. Donald Campbell.  Meriwether Lewis Heroes Com. 

Al Luberts; C.of S. James Parker; Asst. C.of S. Don Patrick; Adj. Herman Strickland III.

Spokane Chap. #102 Pres. Thomas Upchurch; 1ST VP

Joseph Baird; 2ND VP Clem Crowston; Sec/Treas. 

Merle Iverson.  William Clark Heroes Com. Merle

Iverson; C.of S. Thomas Upchurch; Asst. C.of S. Jo-seph Baird; Adj. Merle Iverson (protem).  (Spokane Chapter not being present, the officers were installed 

in abstentia.)

Pacific NW Chap. #534 Pres. Michael Coustance (Marion Windell, Proxy); 1ST VP Paul Steinsiek; 2ND 

VP Dale Thayer; 3RD VP Jerry Lounsberry; Sec/Treas. Doug Jerome. Thomas Casey Heroes Com. Gerald 

Earl; C.of S. Ken Cage; Asst. C.of S. Harvey Lail;

Adj. Doug Jerome.

Olympic Chap. #539 Pres. Donald Williams; 1ST VP Robert Caruthers; 2ND VP Kirk Rose; 3RD VP Thomas

D’Angelo; Chap. Paul Carmean; Sec/Treas. Edwin Marion; Asst. Sec/Treas. Darel Maxfield.  Marvin Shields Heroes Com. Ronald Chase; C.of S. Donald Williams; Asst. C.of S. Robert Caruthers; Chap. Paul Carmean; Adj. Edwin Marion; OOD Robert Clubb; 

Asst. Adj. Darel Maxfield.

Scotland The Brave:  M. of C. Joe MacIntyre invited Maj. Tim Cooke to be guest speaker.  Tim Cooke is a member of Sojourner Honolulu Chap. #11, National President of the Scottish-American Society that does memorials to soldiers and to the flag, and is Color Sergeant for the NW Highland Games who raises and lowers the flag. Maj. Tim was asked to condense the 250 year history of the Scottish Black Watch regiment into about 15 minutes. 

      The Black Watch has been in every major action of the Britsh Army since 1745- from the Battle of Fontenoy through Afghanistan. The regiment has traditionally been recruited from the area of Angus, Perth, Fife and Dundee in Scotland. Fathers and grandfathers have been in the regiment for generations.

    The badge of the regiment is the Star of the Order of the Thistle, upon which is St. Andrew, Patron Saint of Scotland, holding his cross. The Latin Motto says, “No one provokes me with impunity.”

    The regiment had its beginnings in mid-17TH century Independent Companies, formed to bring English law and order to the unruly Scottish Highlands. Security depended on the whim of clan chiefs and a clan was only as strong as its toughest members could make it. Boys had to learn how to use broad sword, dirk and pistol and be able to defend their honor and the honor of the clan.

    After the death of Queen Anne, the Jacobites failed in their attempt to return the House of Stuart to the throne of England in 1715. The British punished the Scots by disbanding the Independent Companies and passed the Disarming Act to take weapons away from the clans.  

In 1724 Simon Fraser pointed out to King George that 

now since only outlaws had weapons, lawlessness was worse than before. King George II revived the Inde-

pendent Companies and placed Maj. Gen. George 

Wade in command of 6 militia companies of about 

500 men. The militia were recruited from the historic-ally loyal clans of Campbell, Fraser, Grant & Munro.

Private soldiers came from the Highland gentry, wore their own tartan and had to be at least 5’ 6” tall. In 

1739 the Independent Companies were combined to form the Black Watch.

      The Black Watch’s first taste of foreign battle 

came at the Flemish town of Fontenoy, during the 

War of Austrian Succession, on 10 May 1745. The commander of the Grenadier Guards stopped his company 40 yards from the French line. LTC Lord Charles Hay stepped out in front, raised his flask to 

toast the French, and led his troops in 3 hearty cheers. When the French did the same, the red coats fired a point blank volley and followed with a bayonet 
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charge. Ultimately, the British lost the battle and the Highlanders were ordered to cover the retreat. The Highlanders got permission to fight in their traditional way. When the other side fired, they would drop to 

the ground to dodge the volley. Alas their commander, Sir Robert Munro, being too fat to fall to the ground, 

was left standing among the fluttering flags to take 

the French volley. Amazingly he wasn’t hit. Inspired

by their Fearless Leader, the Highlanders charged 

with bayonets and kept the red coat retreat from be-coming a rout.

      French King Louis XV saw an opportunity to 

cause distress among the English, so offered to help Charles Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie) put Charles’s father back on the throne of Scotland. Charles landed

in England on 23 July 1745 and marched on London.

The British king prepared to flee. The Black Watch 

had 300 kin in the invading army, so the regiment was kept on the south coast to fend off French invasion. Running out of food, the Jacobites went home, but 

were destroyed by the British army at Culloden. More punishment was handed out by the English to the 

Scots. Clan chief independence was abolished and 

they had to swear allegiance  to the Hanoverian king. Highland men could have no sword, gun or weapon of any kind. Wearing tartans was banned. Speaking 

Gaelic was forbidden. Bagpipes were outlawed as weapons of war. The only outlet for those who 

wanted to carry arms and wear a kilt was the army. 

      In 1749 the Black Watch was sent to Ireland to police a hostile population. The Scots spoke Gaelic and got along with the Irish, who resented British troops.

At the time religious affiliation was used by the ruling monarch to decide who got ahead and who didn’t. Since the Glorious Revolution of 1688 in England, being a Catholic meant one couldn’t have a military com-mission, hold public office, or even own land. A few decades later the American founding fathers put some safe guards in their Constitution. The First Amendment prevented establishing a state religion and the Second Amendment prohibited the government from disarming its citizens.

     War again erupted between the British and the French. This was the 7 Years War from 1757 to 1763. The English and French fought in Europe, America, the Far East and anywhere a British and French ship were likely to meet. The British did not want the French king to become supreme ruler, like a Napoleon. The Black Watch was posted to America and gained some of its greatest stature in defeat.

     Black Watch Highlanders parlaying with friendly

     Indians during the French and Indian War.

      The British wanted to capture the French fort Ticonderoga, at the south end of Lake Champlain, 

between present-day New York and Vermont. French General Montcalm had constructed an impenetrable 

barrier of downed trees, thorns and pointed stakes around the fort. After the French beat back the British main force, the reserve Black Watch and 55TH Foot 

were thrown into the battle. The 55TH Foot was hung

up by the fallen trees too, but the Highlanders cut off 

the branches with their broadswords and got close enough to hack footholds in the fort’s wall to be able

to climb it. Three times they were ordered to retreat 

and three times they refused. Two thirds of their 

officers and half their ranks were killed or wounded.

In the Spirit of the Time, such a high toll was consid-ered heroic, not a massacre. King George was so 

pleased  with the regiment’s courage that from then 

on they were known as the Royal Highland Regiment.    

A second Black Watch regiment was raised and 

fought in the West Indies at places like Martinique, Guadeloupe and Fort Louis where they lost more men

to heat and fever than battle.

      Strife between Protestants and Catholics in Belfast brought the regiment to Ireland again in 1772. The 

Black Watch, also being Gaelic, was so able to calm 

the populace, that when the regiment was called to the American Revolution in 1776, the Irish were sad to 

see them go.

      The Black Watch landed on Long Island, New 

York in Aug. 1776 and fought the Americans at the Battle of Harlem Heights. In 1777 the Regiment and German Hessian mercenaries marched into New 

Jersey before being recalled to New York. In April 

1780 the Black Watch reinforced the British garrison

at Charleston, S.C. but were surrendered a month 

later. After the war, the regiment was sent to Nova Scotia where some of the men mustered out and 

stayed. They formed their own Black Watch colony in New Bruswick when the regiment moved on.

     The Red Hackle, a red vulture feather to be worn 

on the cap, was bestowed on the occasion of King 

George’s 57TH birthday on 4 June 1795 for some 

unspecified brave act.

     In a 1798 battle against the French in Alexandria, Egypt, the Black Watch lost 3 times as many men as 

any other regiment and had the Sphinx of Egypt added to their regimental emblem.

     The Black Watch was with Wellington on the 

Iberian Peninsula and again with Wellington at 

Toulouse, where only 90 of 500 men who began the attack escaped without a wound.     

     The 42ND Royal Highland Regiment was at the fore front of an army Wellington sent to meet Napoleon’s army marching to Waterloo. The Black Watch fought a skirmish with French light cavalry at the cross roads of Quatre-Bras. The lancers were retiring but were swept into the 42ND ranks as the Highlanders  ran along to join a forming British infantry square. The lancers were wiped out, but not before their lances had caused many Highlander casualties in the mele. The Black Watch lost three commanding officers in minutes. Because of their

losses, it took 2 regiments, the 42ND and the 44TH, to

form a single square. The French alternately launched cavalry charges and artillery bombardment firing round shot to destroy the British, but when they found they couldn’t do it they withdrew. Devastated by Quatre-Bras, the Black Watch was held in reserve for the conclusion of the Battle of Waterloo, which was fought two days later on 18 June 1815. 

     The Crimean War found the Black Watch serving at Alma in 1854 and Sevastopol in 1855.

     Greasing cartridges of the new Enfield rifle with pig and cow fat caused a revolt among native soldiers in India. To Muslims pigs are considered unclean and to Hindus cows are sacred. Heavy-handed actions by the British caused a mutiny on 10 May 1857 when native troops killed their British officers along with their wives and children. The 42ND Highland Regiment led the attack to relieve the Lucknow garrison. 8 Victoria Crosses would be awarded to Black Watch soldiers for service during the Indian mutiny.

     The Black Watch tried to save Gen. Charles Gordon at Khartoum in 1885. And during the Boer War Battle of Magersfontein in December 1899 the Highlanders lost 900 men, the most in over 100 years, due to poor leader-ship and bad battlefield intelligence.

     The Black Watch fought in every theater of the 1914-1918 Great War: France, Macedonia, Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia. Only 39 original members were left by the end of the war. They were at Flanders, the Somme in 1916, the Third Battle of Ypres in 1917, and with Allenby in Jerusalem in 1918. After a 4 hour battle for the village of Buzancy in July 1918, the Highlanders were forced to retreat. The French, who took over the town, were amazed at how far the leading Black Watch soldier had managed to advance and suggested that a memorial be placed where his body was found. It reads, “Here to flower always, the glorious thistle of Scotland among the roses of France.”

      Most every major engagement in the 1939-1945 European War saw Black Watch participation. Maj. Peter Taylor was the first allied soldier to set foot on Germany. 

       The regiment saw battle at Korea’s“Bloody Hook,” fought Mau Maus in Keya, servedas U.N. peace-  keepers on Cyprus in the 1950’s and 60’s. They did regular rotational tours of duty in Ulster. In 1972, Ulster’s bloodiest year, the 20,000 British troops stationed there had 468 killed and 5,000 injured.  

     2001 saw the Black Watch stationed in Kosovo as 

part of Britain’s peacekeeping NATO force. Their 

duties included escorting public buses, vehicle check points, search operations and VIP security.
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         Black Watch on patrol in trouble spot.

      On 21 March 2003, the Black Watch in a column 

of 28 tanks and 50 personnel carriers traveled 90 

miles through Kuwait to the Iraqi town of Basra.  

Their mission was to hook up with the U.S. Marines 

to block the escape of Iraqi troops. Numerous hits 

were taken going through RPG (rocket propelled grenade) Alley but all the vehicles made it. Casualties

were taken at Basra.  But all the years of experience in Northern Ireland were put to good use in establishing good relations with the populace.  By 1 April, the Highlanders were able to remove helmets and body armor and patrol downtown in tam-o-shanters. They showed they weren’t there to continue Saddam’s repression, but to help the people rebuild. 

     By mid 2004 the Americans were asking for help to root out terror cells around Fallujah. Britain committed troops and equipment including 530 Black Watch soldiers. On 3 Nov. 2004 two 30 ton Warrior armored personnel carriers were attacked, one by a road-side bomb and the one coming to it’s aid by mortar fire. Besides being knocked into the ditch there were no serious injuries. At the same time a suicide bomber in a car blew up a security check point wounding 8 soldiers and killing three Brits. 

      While the regiment was deployed to Iraq, the Ministry of Defense decided to cut costs by merging the Highland regiments into the regular army. Said one Black Watch Iraq veteran, “I was born into the Black Watch as a 17-year-old boy. It taught me everything, gave me standards and values. When you dilute those within a new regiment you lose something valuable – you lose your identity. The family I joined is now gone.”

                Black Watch soldier in Basra 2003.

   From:  History of the Black Watch Regiment

          By Major (Ret.) Timothy S. Cooke
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