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Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm

SEP 2007 Newsletter


 Chapter Officers 2007-2008
	 President
	 MMCM Henry T. Carman
	 360-698-4776
	 hankcarman@wavecable.com

	 1st Vice President
	 Mr. Lance Otis
	 360-874-0835
	  lanceo@silverlink.net

	 2nd Vice President
	 CWO2 Roger Maxwell
	 360-697-6587
	 301104221000@msn.com

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 WTCS John M. Gray
	 360-895-3188
	  wtcs_sw@wavecable.com

	 Marshal
	 Richard Dexter
	 360-692-6876
	 rdexter@tscnet.com

	 Chaplain
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	 harolder46@comcast.net

	 Color Bearer
	 
	
	 


Hero Camp Officers 2007-2008
	 Commander
	 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
	 360-275-0589
	 haggis@hctc.com

	 Chief of Staff
	 SSGT Michael Pursey
	 360-692-2421
	 mike-n-kay@comcast.net

	 Adjutant
	  WTCS John Gray
	 360-895-3188
	 wtcs_sw@wavecable.com


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on Friday 14 SEP. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 
The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

Brothers, 
It’s here another year!  We had great Installation of Officers June 2nd; the new crew is duly installed. Chapter 80 was designated to set up the program and install the Officers for the State’s chapters at a Joint Installation at Des Moines Temple.  It went off well with the excellent help of Col. Bill Biscomb as Master of Ceremonies and featured speaker,  LTC Joe Illes as Installing Officer.    Refreshments were handled by our Chapter and Pacific NW Chapter 534.  I would Like to thank the following Brothers for their help in pulling off this ceremony; Wendell Dutt, John Gray, Michael Pursey, Roger Maxwell, Marion Windell, Lance Otis, Joe Ills and Richard Dexter.
 In case you did not attend our last meeting, the following Brothers have been installed for this year; Hank Carman; President, Bro. lance Otis; 1st Vice President, Bro. Roger Maxwell; 2nd Vice President, Harold Richardson; Chaplain, John Gray; Secretary/ Treasurer, Richard Dexter; Marshall.  Lewis & Clark Camp Commander; Joseph MacIntyre, Chief of Staff; Michael Pursey, Chaplain; Harold Richardson and Adjutant; John Gray.
I would like to invite everyone out to our 1st meeting of the year on Sept. 14th.  We will have a short meeting to get caught up on the old and new business and a raffle.  I am looking forward to a great and busy year.  One reminder, the Pacific Northwest Encampment at Pacific Beach is fast approaching , if you intend to attend please contract Bro. John Gray or myself, or go online to the National Sojourners web site.;  http://www.nationalsojourners.org/ for information and download registration forms.

Fraternally

Hank Carman, MMCM, USN (Ret)
From the Desk of the Secretary

Brethren,
There are some openings on committees if you want to stay active and support the chapter.  Required committees include Americanism, Bridge of Light and Membership. There are also a couple of other committees as well as openings on the Flag Building Team. If anyone desires to serve on one, I can provide information on what is required. The effort required on any one of them is small. It’s only when all the work of running the chapter is attempted to be accomplished by a few individuals that the task becomes daunting. Please consider assisting your Chapter by serving on a committee. 

You should be receiving dues notices from the national office soon. Please try to pay them as soon so as to save the organization postage. Both our chapter and the national office send out second notices, which incur more costs. 
   As there was no June newsletter so I am including the last two meetings minutes in this one.
Fraternally,
John
Highlights of the Last Two Meetings

The meeting opened at 1900 11 MAY 07 by 1st Vice President Henry Carman with the members, ladies and guests as listed on the Muster Report.

It was moved by Bill Biscomb and passed to forego the reading of the minutes of the APR meeting. 

Treasurers Report was read, balance on hand: $1573.39 

A Candlelight Ceremony in remembrance of sojourners who had passed away over the last year was conducted. Correspondence was read, consisting of a newsletter from Chapter 89, letters from Bremerton and South Kitsap High Schools ROTC Programs, identifying nominated members for the Sojourner Award.  Committee Reports: The Membership committee gave a report on current numbers and status of the chapter. Membership applications: none.

The following candidates were initiated: none.

Unfinished Business: 
The proposed Constitution and Bi-Laws changes, which had been sent to all members in the newsletter, were reviewed and discussed. Joe Illes moved to accept the proposed changes as published. It was seconded and passed. New Business: Hank Carman moved to donate $100 to the Collingwood Foundation, which would be matched by an anonymous donor. It was seconded and passed. Hank moved to accept the membership application of Sam Brown which was seconded and passed unanimously. The NW Area Installation of Officers at the Des Moines Masonic Temple on 2 June was discussed.

Guest Speaker:
Jim Kendall, President of Telebyte NW gave a talk about anti-spam laws, phishing techniques, Spam, the Internet killer and how spammers operate and explained methods to protect yourself. Announcements: Wendell thanked Harold Richardson for helping at his Camps Hero initiation, announced Chapter 89’s meeting on the 4th Tuesday and reported on Dan Grogan’s health. There being no further business, the meeting ended at 2009, peace and harmony prevailing.
Minutes of the 2 JUN 07 Meeting

The Puget Sound Area Chapters, National Sojourners Joint Installation was held at the Des Moines Masonic Temple, 2208 S 223rd St, Des Moines, WA. Social hour with a no host bar convened at 1100. Lunch, a plentiful Western Style BBQ was served at 1200. The meeting was opened at 1300 by the Presiding Officer William “Bill” Biscomb, Past President of Sinclair Inlet Chapter 80. Forty Five members and guests from the following Chapters and Camps were in attendance:

VADM Homer N. Wallin #40 and CAPT William F. Gordon Camp

Sinclair Inlet Chapter #80 and Lewis and Clark Camp
    Fort Lewis #89 and Meriwether Lewis Camp

    Spokane #102 and William Clark Camp

    Pacific Northwest #534 and Thomas Casey Camp
    Olympic #539 and Marvin Shields Camp

Installing Chaplain Harold Richardson, Sinclair Inlet Chapter 80 provided the opening prayer.  Bill led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance and then turned the meeting over to the Installing Officer Joseph Illes, Past Regional Representative.  Joe gave his opening remarks, then caused Bill Biscomb to read the names of the officers as per the Installation Program to be installed in the attending Chapters and Camps. As the names were called, Marshal Mike Pursey organized them into a sharp military ranks, then Joe proceeded to install them into their respective offices.

Upon the completion of their installations, Joe invited comments from Chapter Presidents and Camp Commanders. Mike Pursey, the past and present Chief of Staff for Lewis and Clark Camp commented he and the Camp Commander would continue to hold their offices until they got it right. We expect many years of service from them!

With the installation ceremony complete, Joe turned the gavel back over to Bill, who called upon Henry “Hank” Carman, the newly installed President of Sinclair Inlet #80 to comment on his outstanding organization of the entire installation ceremony. Hank proceeded to recognize the persons who assisted in organizing the event, which elicited a hearty round of applause from the attendees. Hank humbly downplayed the fact that he did most of the work.  Then, in a moment of weakness, incredibly, he volunteered to do it again the next time it was Chapter 80’s turn.

Marion Windell performed a rousing rendition of “Old Glory Speaks” and the “Toast to the Flag”. 

Guest Speaker Past President William Biscomb provided a humorous summary of his Masonic and Sojourner memberships and how he was roped into joining National Sojourners by Steve Seteroff of Chapter 80 after successfully avoiding it during his military career.   He then called on reports of Sickness and Health, in which we learned that the Area Representative Chester Olszta had suffered a stroke a few days before. Well wishes were sent his way.

There being no further business, the Closing Ceremony was conducted at 1405, peace and harmony prevailing.

There was no meeting of the Lewis and Clark Heroes Camp during either meeting.
Lewis & Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 News
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Fellow Hero’s,

I have been informed by the Lewis and Clark Camp Commander that he intends to conduct a bivouac on Sunday, 11 NOV at 1300 for the purposes of initiating Mr. Lance Otis. The meeting will be held at the Masonic Temple at 5th and Warren. He would like to have as many of the Camp members as possible attend and participate in the degree.

Additionally, remember that the Pacific Northwest Area Encampment will be held from October 12-14, 2007 at the Pacific Beach Conference Center. Event details and a registration form are on the Pacific Northwest Sojourners website at:

www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/index.htm

Or you can call or write the camp Adjutant for information.
This Month in the Revolutionary War

September 9-11, 1777 - In the Battle of Brandywine Creek, Gen. Washington and the main American Army of 10,500 men are driven back toward Philadelphia by Gen. Howe's British troops. Both sides suffer heavy losses. Congress then leaves Philadelphia and resettles in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

September 23, 1779 - Off the coast of England, John Paul Jones fights a desperate battle with a British frigate. When the British demand his surrender, Jones responds, "I have not yet begun to fight!" Jones then captures the frigate before his own ship sinks.

September 27, 1779 - John Adams is appointed by Congress to negotiate peace with England.

September 23, 1780 - A British major in civilian clothing is captured near Tarrytown, New York. He is found to be carrying plans indicating Benedict Arnold intends to turn traitor and surrender West Point. Two days later, Arnold hears of the spy's capture and flees West Point to the British ship Vulture on the Hudson. He is later named a brigadier general in the British Army and will fight the Americans. 

September 5-8, 1781 - Off Yorktown, a major naval battle between the French fleet of de Grasse and the outnumbered British fleet of Adm. Thomas Graves results in a victory for de Grasse. The British fleet retreats to New York for reinforcements, leaving the French fleet in control of the Chesapeake. The French fleet establishes a blockade, cutting Cornwallis off from any retreat by sea. French naval reinforcements then arrive from Newport.

September 6, 1781 - Benedict Arnold's troops loot and burn the port of New London, Connecticut.

September 14-24, 1781 - De Grasse sends his ships up the Chesapeake Bay to transport the armies of Washington and Rochambeau to Yorktown.

September 28, 1781 - Gen. Washington, with a combined Allied army of 17,000 men, begins the siege of Yorktown. French cannons bombard Gen. Cornwallis and his 9000 men day and night while the Allied lines slowly advance and encircle them. British supplies run dangerously low.

September 3, 1783 - The Treaty of Paris is signed by the United States and Great Britain. Congress will ratify the treaty on January 14, 1784. 
General Information and Announcements

PURPLE HEART HALL OF HONOR: The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is conducting a nationwide effort to register Purple Heart recipients in the museum's database. So far, 70,000 recipients have been registered since the Hall of Honor opened in New Windsor, NY in November, but organizers hope to enroll as many as 1.5 million, said Sergio Morales, a member of  the museum's board of directors. Hall visitors can access the list of Purple Heart recipients on the museum's 15 computers that chronicle photos and stories about those who have earned the medal. 

The Defense Department does not keep an official database of Purple Heart recipients. Hall of Honor organizers hope their efforts will create as complete a list as possible of those who have earned the medal to ensure they are not forgotten, Morales said. To register with the Hall of Honor, recipients must prove they received the medal by submitting the appropriate official documentation, including a DD-214, DD-215, WD AGO-53-55, General Orders or a Letter of Transmittal. Hall officials also requested recipients send a written narrative of how they earned their medal, any newspaper articles written about them receiving the medal, and any photographs of them while in the service. 

Although it's not required, recipients can also tape an interview at the Hall of Honor chronicling their service and the events that led to their Purple Heart. An unedited copy of the DVD is given to the recipient, while an edited version is kept at the Hall and stored with that individual's record. Recipients can contact the Hall of Honor at (845) 561-1765 and 1-877-28HONOR, or on its website:

www.thepurpleheart.com.  
[Source:  Navy Times Michael Hoffman article 27 Aug 07] 
ARMY RETIRED SOLDIERS PIN UPDATE 01:  The mailing of the Army Retired pin packets is complete. These packets were sent to every Retired Soldier receiving or eligible to receive retired pay and every "gray area" Reserve Retired Soldier not yet 60 and not yet eligible to receive retired pay as of JAN 07. Soldiers retired after JAN 07 should have received their pins from their Retirement Services Officer. Addresses for the mailing came from the DFAS Retired Pay Center in Cleveland and Human Resources Command-St. Louis. If you did not receive a packet, write to: 

Army Retirement Services, ATTN: DAPE-HRP-RSO (Retired Pins), 200 Stovall St., Alexandria, VA 22332-0470.
[Source: Army Echoes Sep - Dec 07]
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