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 Chapter Officers 2015-2016

 President
 Mr. Richard Dexter
360-692-6876
rdexter@tscnet.com

 1st Vice President
 Mr. Peter Dawson
360-779-8219
etypebubba@aol.com

 2nd Vice President
 MM1 Orville Stoner
360-782-2385
ovstoner@comcast.net

 Secretary/Treasurer
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

 Marshal
 CSCS Todd Mears
360-286-0358
navy.pride1987@yahoo.com

 Chaplain
LTC Wendell Dutt
253-565-5264
wadutt@comsast.net

 Color Bearer
 None

 

Hero Camp Officers 2013-2014

 Commander
 Col. William Biscomb
206-842-6417
milfordbiscomb@comcast.net

 Chief of Staff
 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
360-275-0589
haggis@wavecable.com

 Adjutant
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

Meeting Notice!
We will meet at VFW Post #239, 190 Dora Ave, Bremerton on Friday, 9 Oct. Social hour and dinner begin at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend.

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Heroes of ’76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Heroes. 

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

Highlights of the 11 Sep. Meeting

       President Richard Dexter opened the meeting at 1900. Area Rep. Wendell Dutt reported that the National Sojourner newsletter will be e-mailed to all members who are on the e-mail list. This will save National mailing costs.  A girl who won a $3,000 scholarship for first place in the Essay contest, found out about National Sojourners by going to our website.

       A petition was received and read to the chapter. Bro. Orville reported that the petitioner is a retired submariner, a Shriner and member of Warren G. Harding No. 260. The petitioner was voted on and unanimously approved.. 

      This past week the Mid-Winter Conventio,, Jan. 14-16, 2016, was moved from Oklahoma City to Austin, Texas per Wendell. People who want to attend will have to coordinate their airfares to get there.

      Bro. Hank Carman reported that now he is leaving the real estate business, he has a Windows 7 computer that he can donate to the secretary. Let’s send our newsletter to VFW 239. Do we want to have a 5 to 10 minute program for or meetings?

      Bro. Bill Biscomb gave the schedule for the Heroes retreat  at Pacific Beach 2-4 Oct. 2 Oct: 0800-1200 Registation, 1400-1530  Officers training, 1930-2000 Patriotic presentation, open to the public.  3 Oct: 0815  Coffee and donuts, 0900  Degree work, 

one candidate from #80, 1 from #89. 1100 Camp Followers degree. 1200 Retirement of old flags. 1800 Two bell ceremony and dinner banquet. 5 Oct: 0730 Breakfast and departure of guests. Bro. Bill asked who will be going?  Bill Biscomb, B.J. Quance, Peter Dawson, Joe MacIntyre and Dick Dexter responded in the affirmative. Hank Carman will have to see if Silverdale #311 is having their installation on 3 Oct. Jim Parker will be the Commander for Fort Lewis #89

 With the retirement of the last modern frigate, there is only one commissioned ship in the 272 ship U.S. Navy that has sunk an enemy ship in battle 
      On Tuesday, 29 Sep 2015 the frigate  U.S.S. Simpson (FFG-56) was decommissioned. After 30 years in service, the Oliver Hazzard Perry class frigate represented 50 year old technology and was obsolete.  She made her name in history by being the only U.S. Navy ship to sink an enemy vessel since the end of World War 2. In 1988 she sank a 270 ton Iranian missile boat in a Persian Gulf engagement. A sister ship, U.S.S. Samuel Roberts (FFG-58), struck an Iranian mine. In retaliation, the U.S. Navy sent a 3 

ship squadron (Cruiser Wainright & frigates Bagley & Simpson) to destroy an Iranian oil platform. The oil platform was sunk on the morning of 18 Apr 1988. At noon an approaching Iranian ship was detected on radar. The enemy vessel was identified as the Joshan, known to be armed with U.S. made Harpoon missiles, a weapon with a 500 pound warhead and 600 mph speed that could sink any of the American ships. After the fourth warning the Wainright’s skipper, Capt. James Chandler, radioed, “If you don’t stop I will sink you.” The Joshan replied by firing its Harpoon missile at the cruiser and missing. Her view obstructed by the other ships in her squadron, the Wainright couldn’t fire back. But the Simpson had a clear shot and launched a 1,900 mph Standard missile, which hit the Joshan 15 seconds later. The Joshan sank after being hit by 2 more of the Simpson’s missiles and one from the Wainright. This, to date, has been the only ship versus ship missile battle in U.S. Navy history in which the combatants couldn’t see each other except by radar.

      Today the only commissioned ship in the U.S. Navy which has sunk enemy ships in battle is the frigate U.S.S. Constitution ,which sank British frigates 200 years ago in the War of 1812. By 1830 the Constitution had reached the end of it’s service life. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr., read of the Navy’s plans to scrap the ship in a Boston newspaper. That night he wrote a poem and sent it to the paper. The poem, Old Ironsides, was reprinted in other East Coast papers and started a movement to save the ship. In May 2015 the Constitution was moved to the Charlestown  Navy Yard to begin its latest 2 year restoration. 

               Old Ironsides

                 Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1830

           Aye tear her tattered ensign down
           Long has it waved on high,

          And many an eye has danced to see

          That banner in the sky:

          Beneath it rung the battle shout, 

          And burst the cannon’s roar,

         The meteor of the ocean air

         Shall sweep the clouds no more.

         Her deck, once red with heroes’ blood,

         Where knealt the vanquished foe,

         When winds were hurrying o’er the flood,

         And waves were white below,

        No more shall feel the victor’s tread,

        Or know the conquered knee,

       The harpies of the shore shall pluck

       The eagle of the sea!

       Oh better that her shattered hulk

       Should sink beneath the wave;

       Her thunders shook the mighty deep,

      And there should be her grave;

      Nail to the mast her holy flag,

      Set every threadbare sail,

      And give her to the god of storms,

      The lightning and the gale!
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