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Meeting Notice!
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We will meet at VFW Post #239, 190 Dora Ave, Bremerton (see directions) on Friday 9 Nov. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend.

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.
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Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

Remembering the Battleship Oregon BB-3

       U.S.S. Oregon (BB-3) Was the third of three battleships authorized by the Naval Bill of 30 Jun

1890. Her keel was laid 19 Nov 1891 at the Union 

Iron Works in San Francisco, CA. She was launched  26 Oct 1893 and commissioned 15 July 1896 with Capt. H.L. Howison in command. 
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        1898 Oregon was fitted out for the Pacific Sta-tion at the Puget Sound Navy Yard. She left Brem-erton’s Drydock No. 1  on 16 Feb 1898, the same day word was received that the U.S.S. Maine  had been blown up in Havana Harbor. She was ordered to San Francisco to take on ammunition and from there to join the Atlantic Fleet. On 19 Mar the best ship in the American Navy commenced an epic 66 day voyage from San Francisco, around the tip of South America to Florida, where she arrived at Jupiter Inlet on 24 May. Passing through the Straits of Magellan on the night of 16 Apr, she encountered a storm so fierce 
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 she had to drop her anchors and ride out the

storm until dawn to keep from being wrecked on

the rugged and rock bound coast. Oregon reached  

Rio de Janerio, Brazil on 30 Apr and departed on

4 May. It was on 4 May that the U.S. declared war

on Spain. She made several more stops at Bahia,

Brazil and Barbados. Oregon’s voyage demonstra-

ted the need for the Panama Canal, since the Navy

couldn’t wait 2 months for its ships to steam from

the West to East coasts. She joined Admiral Samp-

son’s fleet at Key West Navy Base on 26 May and

arrived 1 Jun off Santiago, Cuba, where the Spanish

fleet was trapped. The Spanish ships tried to escape

to open ocean on 3 Jul., but were chased down and

destroyed one by one by the blockading American 
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fleet. Oregon’s 16 knot speed put her out ahead of

the other American ships in pursuit of the fleeing

Spaniards, even though her 13 inch guns didn’t hit

anything. Spain’s surrender on 12 Aug ended the

Spanish-American War. The victorious American

Fleet steamed home and arrived at New York Har-

bor on 20 Aug. Oregon entered the Brooklyn Navy 

Yard on 20 Aug and underwent overhaul until Oct.

       On 12 Oct 1898 Oregon was assigned to a 

squadron that had been ordered to the Far East, via

the Straits of Magellan. Taking over the Philippines from Spain made the U.S. an imperial power. When

the Filipinos didn’t get their independence they revolted. Admiral Dewey in Manila wasn’t as con-cerned about Filipino resistance as he was about foreign, particularly German, intervention. He asked for and got the famous Oregon, which relieved the Olympia as flagship of the Asiatic Squadron. She arrived at Manila on 18 May 1899 and remained 

there until Feb 1900 in support of army operations 

in the islands.

      She left Cavite, P.I. on 13 Feb 1900 to cruise 

Japanese waters. In May she went to Hong Kong and

Was ordered to Taku because of the Boxer Rebellion

In China. Departing Hong Kong on 23 Jun, with a

detachment of Marines for Peking, she was steam-

ing through the Straits of Pechili, when on the 28TH she ran aground on an uncharted rock. The forward part of the ship was flooded and any stormy weather could have sunk her. On 5 Jul Oregon was re-floated

and limped to the Japanese navy base at Kure, Japan for drydocking and repairs. Getting underway again 

on 29 Aug, she cruised the Yangtze River awhile.
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       Oregon returned to the U.S. in May 1901, via Yokohama and Honolulu. She arrived at San Fran-cisco on 12 Jun and proceeded to the Bremerton Navy Yard on 6 Jul where she was laid up in ordinary and refitted. She stayed in Puget Sound for a year before returning to the Asiatic station, arriving at Hong Kong on 18 Mar 1903. A surprise attack by the Japanese fleet on the Russian navy at Chemulpo on 8 Feb 1904 started the Russo-Japanese War. Oregon’s involve-ment in this conflict amounted to preventing a Japan-ese attack on a Russian warship that had fled to the neutral port of Shanghai, China. Oregon turned her search lights on Japanese destroyers as they were pre-paring to launch a night torpedo attack on the Askold,

allowing the the Russian ship to escape up the river. When the Japanese protested this taking of sides, the Oregon’s captain growled that he would turn more than search lights on the Japanese ships if they didn’t respect the port’s neutrality. 

     The battleship returned to the West Coast in Feb 1906, decommissioning at the Puget Sound Navy Yard

on 27 Apr. She would be laid up in Bremerton for 5 years. By then the Oregon and her class were obsolete.
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She was too low in the water to make a good gun platform. Her big guns were only 11 feet above the water line. The guns on foreign ships were placed 22 to 25 feet above the water. Also the Oregon had an open shaft leading from the ammunition magazine to the gun turret, an open invitation for a turret explo-sion. She was placed back in commission 29 Aug 

1911 and was in and out of reserve operating out of West Coast ports.
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 On 2 Jan 1915 she was placed in full commission 

for the Panama-Pacific International Exhibition in

San Francisco. The second year of the exhibition, 

the entire U.S. Pacific Fleet passed in review and

Oregon was the reviewing ship. She was in reserve

in San Francisco  from 11 Feb 1916 to Apr 1917.

     World War 1  Oregon was placed in full com-mission on 1 Apr 1917 and ordered to the Bremerton Navy Yard to undergo a $1 million overhaul and 

modernization. Her wartime career was spent as a training vessel teaching navigation, seamanship and gunnery to officers and men headed for war zones. Oregon was selected as an escort ship for the Ameri-can Siberian expedition to Russia to fight the Bolshe-viks. She was temporarily placed out of commission 

in Bremerton on 16 Jun 1919 when two thirds of her

crew came down with Spanish Influenza during the

terrible flu epidemic of April 1919.

[image: image15.jpg]Oregon entering Bremerton drydock in 1911.



     13 Sep 1919 Seattle Fleet Review.  The Oregon
was re-commissioned from 21 Aug to 4 Oct 1919 as

a reception ship for President Wilson’s review of the
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Pacific Fleet in Seattle, Wash. on 13 Sep 1919. Presi-dent Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924) arrived by train at Seattle’s King Street Station at 1:30 p.m. A motorcade took the President up 2ND Avenue to Stewart Street, went one block west, and then traveled south down 
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1ST Avenue to Yesler Street. The President was then
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taken out into Elliott Bay to the reception ship

 Oregon to watch the 51 ships and 5,000 sailors 

[image: image21.jpg]Pres. Wilson & Navy Sec. Daniels on platform.



of  the Pacific Fleet pass in review. Accompany-
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[image: image23.jpg]Pres. Wilson & Sec. Daniels saluting.



ing President Wilson was Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels (1862-1948). A bronze tablet
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was later placed on the deck where the President stood during the review. That evening President Wilson, Secretary Daniels and 7 U.S. Navy admirals dined at the Hippodrome (500 University St.)  The President was trying to gain public support for a League of Nations to settle international disputes as part of the peace treaty that ended World War 1. The U.S. Senate   regarded the League as an infringement of U.S. 

sovereignty and turned it down. Pres. Wilson spoke

to 7,000 people at the Arena (east side of 5TH Ave. between Seneca & University). After spending the night at the New Washington Hotel (1902 2ND Ave), the President attended church at the 1ST Presbyterian Church on Spring and 7TH, then caught the 10 a.m. train out of Seattle from the King Street Station. The previous presidents to visit Seattle were Rutherford Hayes in 1880, Benjamin Harrison in 1891, Theodore Roosevelt in 1903 and William Taft in 1909. Presi-dent Wilson’s plan was to travel 8,000 miles and give 40 speeches in support of the League of Nations. He nearly collapsed after a speech at Pueblo, Colorado 
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on 25 Sep 1919 and finally suffered a stroke that laid him up for many months on 2 Oct 1919. Wilson’s efforts on behalf of the League failed and the U.S. never joined.
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      Museum ship and end.  A movement was begun in 1921 to preserve the Oregon as a relic and berth it 

[image: image28.jpg]Roy Culbertson & son Roland on fwd turret, 1940.



in some port in Oregon. All the Oregon’s contempor-ary Spanish-American War battleships were sunk at sea for target practice. In compliance with the Wash-ington Naval Treaty, the Oregon was demilitarized on 4 Jan 1924. At the Bremerton Navy Yard the ship’s propeller shafts were cut in two and the engines taken apart. The U.S. Navy loaned the ship to the State of Oregon. Navy tugs towed the ship to Portland where she arrived on 14 Jul 1925 to be moored as a floating museum. Over the years thousands of visitors went aboard the ship. The Boy Scouts held meetings aboard her. In 1938 a plan was suggested to dig a short canal shore-ward and encase the ship there in concrete. But because of the Great Depression there was no funding for the project
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      My uncle, Roy Culbertson (man in white shirt), served on the Oregon as a sailor in World War 1. In June 1940 he was visiting friends in Portland and had 

a  chance to visit his old ship. 

      Oregon was reclassified IX-22 on 17 Feb 1941. The U.S. Navy still owned the ship and with the outbreak of World War 2, her scrap metal was considered to be of more value to the government, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, who as Assistant Secretary 

of the Navy in 1921 was key to having the ship preserved,  signed the Presidential Order to have her scrapped. So she was struck from the Navy list on 2 Nov 1942 and sold 7 Dec. A shipyard in Kalama, Wash. began dismantling her in Mar. 1943. The military mast of the ship was saved and placed on the Portland seawall. The government ordered that the ship be dismantled to the main deck, the interior be cleared out and the hulk be returned to the Navy as a barge or breakwater. In July 1944 Oregon’s hull was filled with dynamite and ammunition and towed to Guam for the re-capture of that island by American forces. Her hulk stayed in Guam for several years 

until the typhoon of 14-15 Nov 1948 blew her out to sea. Oregon was presumed lost until search planes spotted the hulk 500 miles SE of Guam and she was towed back. In later years, Wayne Morse, Senator from the State of Oregon, proposed having the ship restored. But no funds were readily available to res-surrect a dead ship. Also too much of the ship was gone so Congress decided to have her buried. Accord-ingly, Oregon’s hulk was sold for scrap on 15 Mar 1956 and the old battleship was towed to Kawasaki, Japan for dismantling. The Japanese put a plaque inside the main gate of the Yokosuka Naval Base 

with some anchor links from the old ship saying, 

“In Memory of a Gallant Ship – U.S.S. Oregon  
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1896 – 1919.”


    Ships, Vol. V, 1970 “N – Q”  Gov. Printing Office.        

McKinley’s Bulldog – The Battleship Oregon

     Sanford Sternlicht,  1977   Nelson-Hall, Chicago.

History of the Modern American Navy, 1883 to Pearl 

     Harbor,  David W. Mitchell, 1947    Knopf,  N.Y.

HistoryLink File #879 (King County Library Internet)

     U.S. President Wilson Visits Seattle, Sep. 13, 1919
Events of 12 Oct. Meeting. The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Pres. Joe MacIntyre, with Mr. Dick Dexter serving as chaplain. Pres. Joe had a nice time 

at Pacific Beach in September. A number of flags 

were retired. The ceremony was presided over by National President Bob McConnell and witnessed by Sojourners and Camp Followers.

      As discussed in the previous month’s communi-cation, a motion was made and seconded to raise the Chapter annual dues to $25. The motion passed. Regional Rep. Wendell Dutt advised notifying National of our dues change so they can correct their records. Perhaps we can get some new members to help pay the dues increase. William H. Upton #206 Naval & Military Lodge has a lot of military people. Also Franklin #5.

     The 237TH Birthday of the United States Navy 

was commemorated by greetings to shipmates put out by Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations and Mike D. Stevens, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy.  (CNO was a post created by 

past Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels, prev-iously mentioned). 

     Col. William Biscomb gave a speech on “Law Enforcement in the U.S. Navy from 1982 –1984.”

It was requested that no notes be taken.

     Rep. Wendell Dutt reported that Bro. Bob Colton was unable to continue as Area Representative. Bro. Marion Wendell was appointed in his place. If any 

one wants to go to the Mid-Winter Conference in Alexandria, Louisiana, they need to get their reserva-tions sent in.

     Mr. Dick Dexter reported that he gave “Old Glory”

recitals at a 12 Aug graveside service at Tahoma National Cemetery and at the October stated meeting  
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