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Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm

November 2005 Newsletter
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Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on 11 NOV. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, Meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.
Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

Brothers in Masonry: 

Thanks largely to the connections and work of our 1st Vice President, our youth scholarship program is underway.  Come to the next meeting and learn more.

Our next meeting is Veterans' Day, November 11th.  How very appropriate.  Unfortunately, yours truly will be AWOL.  I am a Past Commander of the American Legion Post #172 on Bainbridge Island, and my presence at the annual dinner and awards ceremony is required.  In my stead, HMCM Joe McIntyre USN (Ret.) will preside.

Here is a topic to bat around:  H.R. 3201.  This bill is sponsored by Rep. Robert Andrews (D-NJ) with the title Health Care Relief for Military Families Act.  This bill would require federal agencies to pay the premiums for health care coverage for reservists in the Armed Forces called to active duty for more than 30 days.  We have a couple of members who have or have had a finger or two in the health care arena.   Wouldn't you be interested in hearing their position on this bill?

At the last meeting we welcomed a new member, a transfer from Guam:  Michael Kingman, a member of my lodge, Renton #29.  Not only that, but he became our newest MIP.  On that note, let me remind you that you have only two more months to become a life member at the current $200.00 fee.  After January 1st the price will go up.  

May each of you and your families enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Fraternally,  
Bill Biscomb COL AUS (Ret.) 

From the Desk of the Secretary

Brethren,
The Sojourner Endowment Memorial (SEM) is the primary means of support for National Sojourners. The 3-6-5 Club is a major contributor to the SEM. It is totally voluntary. Annual contributions for members are $3.65 or members may purchase a Life Membership for $36.50. All contributions to the SEM Fund are TAX DEDUCTIBLE. Sinclair Inlet Chapter receives credit each time a member contributes to the 3-6-5 Club. Chapters that have 100% annual participation receive a streamer to attach to their chapter flag. I am pleased to report that the chapter qualified for a streamer for 2004.  The chapter has eight 3-6-5 Club Life Members. 
If you do not receive a copy of our newsletter by email, that means I do not have an email address on record for you. If you have one, please provide it to me. If you prefer to receive your newsletter via email vice hard copy, I can do that and it will save the chapter postage.

Fraternally,

John
Highlights of Last Meeting
The meeting opened at 1900, 14 OCT 05 by President Bill Biscomb. Treasurers Report, balance on hand $1993.49. Membership Committee reported the chapter has 56 members. 
Unfinished Business: The President provided information on youth leadership conferences. Joe MacIntyre passed on that the Scottish Rite would support sending 4 persons in the name of Sinclair Inlet Chapter to the PLU Leadership Conference. Essays from local high school juniors and seniors will be solicited. Essays are to be reviewed/graded and selections made by the following volunteers: Harold Richardson, Harry Houston and Mike Kingman. It was reported that the bill from Wayne Smith for Grand Lodge has been received and paid. 
New Business: The Secretary gave a report on the status of the Chapter 3-6-5 Club, concluding that the chapter needed to contribute $76.65 to qualify for a streamer for this year. Guest Speaker: Joe MacIntyre gave a report on the military services; particularly the Navy’s recruiting goals and efforts in the current recruiting environment.
Announcements:  It was reported LCDR Michael E. Kingman transferred his membership from the Guam Chapter to Sinclair Inlet and that MIP’s were purchased by Bill Biscomb, Richard Patterson, Michael Kingman, Henry Carman and Tom Lou. There being no further business, the meeting ended at 1945, peace and harmony prevailing.

Lewis & Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 News
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Opened at 1946 by Commander Harold Richardson. He presented a Past Commander certificate to Harry Houston and copies of the ritual to Bill Biscomb and Joe MacIntyre.  He also reported that there were no requests for the flag building ceremony so far this year.  Joe MacIntyre reported on the Pacific Beach Encampment and recommended we hold rehearsals for degree work. The Adjutant was directed to determine dates of availability of the Elks Lodge building for an upcoming degree. Meeting closed at 1955.

Military Masonic Trivia

Admiral Robert Edward Coontz was born in Hannibal, Missouri, on 11 June 1864. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1885 and served at the Navy Department and in several ships over the next decade, among them vessels stationed in Alaskan waters and the Great Lakes. Later he was assigned to the cruiser Charleston which included Spanish-American War service in the Pacific. He was Executive Officer of the battleship Nebraska during the 1907-1909 world cruise of the "Great White Fleet".

After promotion to Commander in 1909, he was Commandant of Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy. In 1912-14, he was Governor of Guam. Captain Coontz then served as Commanding Officer of the battleship Georgia, followed by duty as Commandant of the Puget Sound Navy Yard and the 13th Naval District. He held those positions until late in 1918, enhancing a reputation as an effective administrator. Additionally, during 1918 he served as Worshipful Master of William H. Upton Naval & Military Lodge #206 in Bremerton, WA. Following a brief period as acting Chief of Naval Operations, Rear Admiral Coontz assumed command of a battleship division in the Atlantic.

He had just been assigned to the Pacific Fleet in September 1919 when he was selected to become Chief of Naval Operations, succeeding Admiral William S. Benson. His term as CNO was marked by unceasing pressure for economy, Congressional unhappiness over base closings, diplomatic efforts to achieve naval limitations, internal Navy Department conflicts over organization and the best ways to manage new technologies, plus the naval fallout of the Teapot Dome scandal. While dealing successfully with these problems, Admiral Coontz was also able to establish a unified United States Fleet and strengthen the CNO's position within the Navy Department.

Relieved as CNO in mid-1923 he returned to sea as Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Fleet. From October 1925 until his retirement in June 1928, he served as Commandant of the Fifth Naval District. He remained active after retirement, intensifying his involvement with veterans and fraternal organizations including the VFW, which he was Commander in Chief in 1932-33 and President of the National Sojourners from 1930-1932. He suffered a series of heart attacks in 1934 and passed  away on 26 January 1935.

Information taken from http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/pers-us/uspers-c/r-coontz.htm and Military Masonic Hall of Fame 1980, Second One Hundred.
_1137840828.bin

_1138530967.bin

_1137840697.bin

