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Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on 11 MAR. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, Meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

Greetings Fellow Sojourners! 


I pray the good Lord has kept you well. I did my best to keep you that way as my attendance at last meeting would have given you all a special gift, the worst Flu I have ever had. My thanks extend to Col. Bill Biscomb for taking the helm in my stead.  As I write this article, I have just returned from the Doctor diagnosed with severe bronchitis, as an aftermath of this lovely strain of mystical biological warfare.


I want to give special KUDO’s to WTCS John Gray for the hard work and diligence he continues to provide in rebuilding our paraphernalia, as well as editing and publishing our newsletter. I find it informative, interesting and timely which is more than I can say for myself.


This month’s meetings will feature a guest speaker who served on board The USS Henry M. Jackson (SSBN730) as well as volunteering for assignment to Bagdad, Iraq serving with the Coalition Military Assistance Training Team. YN1 Karl Rosenkranz was then forward deployed to Kirkush Military Training Base serving as Operations Non Commissioned Officer in Charge. P.O. Rosenkranz volunteered for numerous combat assignments ranging from convoy duty, patrols, to Improvised Explosive Device sweeps. After 8 months he has returned to IMF Bangor where he continues to serve. He has presented his program at various civic functions as well as to many of our local fraternal organizations. I look forward to his program and I invite you to enjoy a night of patriotism as he shares his experiences with us. 

My brother sojourners, now is a time to invite your friends for a special evening. As always, my fraters, the more the merrier. 

God bless you and God bless America

SSgt Michael R. Pursey

From the Desk of the Secretary

Brethren,

At the February meeting the President appointed a committee to nominate successors to chapter offices for the upcoming year. Potential candidates will be presented at the March meeting and officers elected at the April meeting. I encourage all members to attend.  I want to pass on that I will not be at the March meeting because I am attending Jobie weekend with my daughter. Additionally I will not be attending the April and May meetings as my job will have me on travel. If there is anything you require please contact the president in my absence. 

Fraternally,

John 

Highlights of Last Meeting
The membership application of CPO Thomas Lou, Retired was read. It was moved and unanimously passed that he be accepted for membership. RM1 Leonard Altig was initiated. New Business:
Lt Harold Richardson volunteered to serve as the Nominating Committee to nominate successors to chapter offices for the upcoming year. The Area Representative, LTC Wendell Dutt announced that the fee for a MIP will increase in June. He also discussed purchasing an advertisement in the souvenir program at the national convention. Joe Illes moved to pay $17 for a combined area ad, then discussed Grand Lodge or Washington open house expenses and the cost of returning the National Sojourners display board back to Wash DC from Grand Lodge. He moved to pay $15 toward each. LTC Dutt moved to amend the motion to combine all three expenses since Wayne Smith was collecting all three. The amendment and the motion were passed.  

Guest Speaker, Recruit Jennifer Gray of Kitsap Battalion, U.S. Navy Sea Cadets gave a talk the activities of the group and using a computer Power Point presentation, showed many pictures of the battalion events. It was announced that Lt Harold Richardson and LTC Wendell Dutt had purchased MIP’s in our chapter. They were given a round of applause. There being no further business, the meeting ended at 1955, peace and harmony prevailing.
Lewis & Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 News

Meeting opened at 1950, Commander Harry Houston presiding. The Commander requested that Brother Seteroff determine the location and possible date our upcoming initiation. Meeting closed at 1953. 

LEWIS AND CLARK
Both Lewis and Clark were Freemasons. Membership was widespread among the officer corps of the U.S. Army and was practically a prerequisite for anyone holding public office between 1780 and 1820. Lewis was the more committed Mason; he joined the Door of Virtue Lodge in Albemarle County in 1797 and received the Royal Arch degree in Staunton, Virginia, two years later. After the expedition, he founded a lodge in Missouri and persuaded Clark to join. When he died, he was still carrying his Masonic apron, which was found "soiled only by the life-blood of its owner."   

(Source: Lewis and Clark Across the Divide, published by Smithsonian Institution - 2004)
Like the Kit Fox, the Freemasons performed rites and rituals using ceremonial regalia such as painted aprons and certificates of initiation. Masonry inculcated spiritual values and high ideals. A Masonic text from the 1770s listed the central tenets as brotherly love, relief of the distressed, and truth. Their cardinal virtues were temperance ("to govern our passions and to check our unruly desires"), fortitude ("to resist temptations and to encounter dangers with spirit and resolution"), prudence ("to regulate our conduct by the dictates of reason"), and justice ("the principles of equity").

(Source: Lewis and Clark Across the Divide, published by Smithsonian Institution - 2004)
Masonry in the Civil War

L.J. Williams of Harvard, New York, enlisted in the 114th New York Volunteers at the beginning of the Civil War. He received the Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft Degrees in Downsville Lodge No. 464 prior to his leaving home. 

Later during the war he was captured and imprisoned near Savannah, Georgia. While in the prison, he communicated with his friends in the North. His lodge in New York through the proper officials got in touch with Zerubbabel Lodge in Savannah and stated that they would consider it a favor if the lodge in Savannah would confer the Third Degree on the Fellowcraft Brother Williams. 

One night Brother Williams was taken from the prison and conducted to the lodge room in Savannah. He only had his blue tattered uniform to wear, a token of his sympathy with the cause he believed in. The officers of the lodge were all in Confederate gray. Although on opposite sides in the struggle going on on the battlefields of the South, they were all Brethren. He was then and there raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason and acclaimed a full Brother and friend to those who wore the gray. 

Later that night Brother Williams escaped. When asked about his escape he would "smile peculiarly. You might put it down as an escape, but it wasn't an escape strictly speaking. They put me in a boat and carried me off some distance. Then they deposited me on neutral soil between the lines." From there Williams was able to find his friends. Williams never knew who exactly helped him escape. He considered it as their secret and it was never disclosed. Williams stated: "I know exactly to whom I may attribute my escape, His name is Hiram." 
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Binnacle List 

Brothers, 

Please pray for CWO4 Patterson’s quick recovery from surgery. 
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