Sinclair Inlet Chapter No. 80 National Sojourners, Inc



[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.emf]






Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm

May 2010 Newsletter


 Chapter Officers 2009-2010
	 President
	 Mr. Richard Dexter
	360-692-6876
	rdexter@tscnet.com

	 1st Vice President
	 Mr. Alexander Jordan
	 
	jordan3614@hotmail.com

	 2nd Vice President
	 Mr. Robert Lamb
	360-769-9108
	None

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 Mr. Charles Yankosky
	360-813-2786
	cyankosky@yahoo.com

	 Marshal
	 Unfilled
	 
	

	 Chaplain
	 HMCM Karl Forch
	360-895-3259
	

	 Color Bearer
	 MMCM Henry Carman
	360-698-4776
	 hankcarman@wavecable.com


Hero Camp Officers 2008-2009
	 Commander
	 Mr. Richard Dexter
	 360-692-6876
	rdexter@tscnet.com

	 Chief of Staff
	 Col William Biscomb
	 206-842-6417
	

	 Adjutant
	  WTCS John Gray
	 360-895-3188
	wtcs_sw@wavecable.com


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on Friday 14 May. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 
The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

Highlights of the Last Meeting

President Dick Dexter called the meeting to order at 1900.  The minutes of the previous meeting were dispensed with as they were printed in the news letter.  We had $1,835 in checking.  The communications were about the Minneapolis convention to be held June 15 through 19.  

President Dick Dexter had a short presentation to make about veterans death benefits.  What do you have if you die and had veterans benefits?  Dick works in a funeral home.  You’re entitled to $250 in death benefits from the Veterans Administration and $255 from Social Security for funeral expenses.  In the late 80’s some of the monetary benefits were taken away.  Now you have to be disabled to get the full percentage of money.  

Basically a veteran has a right to be buried in a National Cemetery, be presented a flag, and a grave marker from the federal government.  Navy people may want to have their body buried at sea.  For this there is a funeral charge of $695.  You have to wait for the next available Navy ship that can take the casket out to sea.  The funeral home puts the body in a cooler.  They strip down a metal casket and drill it full of holes so that it will sink.  When the ship is available, he body is put in the casket along with 200 pounds of concrete.  A moving company puts metal bands around the casket so it won’t break open when it hits the water.  The service on board the ship is video taped.  The family receives the video tape and the latitude and longitude of burial.  Also the family can get a grave marker placed at a National Cemetery that says “Body Unrecoverable.”  

Burials in a National Cemetery get an honor guard of two people to fold the flag and a bugler to play taps.  Career military people get a firing squad.  Veterans groups have honor guards who spend all day going to cemeteries, folding and presenting the flag, playing taps, and firing a salute.  The funeral home has all the phone numbers.  Just call them up to make arrangements.  But you have to have your DD 214 papers.  Fax the funeral home the veterans discharge and DD 214 papers.   


Alex Jordon gave a report on membership.  There are a dozen lodges in our area.  There are a lot of members who are retired and active duty military.  Invite them out to a Sojourners meeting some night.  If he chooses to accept give him a membership application.  Wendell advised that we have a program for our meetings to keep the members coming back.

NEW BUSINESS:  Hank Carman made a motion to have the Sojourners buy a $25 ad in Silverdale #311’s Anniversary Yearbook.  311 has 120 members, many of whom are retired military.  B.J. Quance seconded and the motion passed.

               Wendell suggested getting membership from the internet.  Put a membership application on the website.  Print one off and take it to your lodge.  Every chapter has its own initiation fee.  A MIP membership is $200.  

      Wendell said we had to have a nominating committee for next year’s officers.  President Dick has talked to Lance Otis about getting names.  Wendell needs the names of the nominees given to him before the June installation hosted by PNW #534 on Saturday, June 5 at the Des Moines Lodge. Social 1100, Catered Lunch 1200, Install 1300. Lunch is $15 per person, reservations due NLT 25 May.  Our election of officers will be held at the May meeting.  
SICKNESS & HEALTH:  Alex reported that Karl Forsch was taking bone marrow injections and was having problems.  Harry Houston was also having a tough time.  Harold Richardson is using a walker but can’t get out much. 
Wendell said we need to update the Closing Prayer in our Ritual as per the latest flyer. A Candlelight service will be held at the May meeting for members who have passed away during the previous year.  E-mail Lance with nominations for next year’s officers ASAP.  The meeting closed at 19:45.  .
Directions to Des Moines Masonic Temple

1.
Merge onto WA-16 E toward TACOMA. 24.5 miles  

 2.
Merge onto I-5 N via the exit on the LEFT toward SEATTLE. 17.0 miles  

 3.
Merge onto S KENT DES MOINES RD/WA-516 W via EXIT 149B toward DES MOINES. 0.8 mi

 4.
Turn RIGHT onto 24TH AVE S. 

 5.
Turn LEFT onto S 223RD ST.

 6.
End at 2208 S 223rd St, Des Moines, WA 98198-7935

NJROTC Award nights: 19 May at South Kitsap High School, 21 May at Bremerton High School. Sojourner attended is encouraged.

Everyone is encouraged to attend Bremerton’s 62nd Annual Armed Forces Day Parade on 15 May. Form-up is about 0930 at 7th & Burwell. Before the parade, enjoy a Pancake Breakfast at the Masonic Lodge at Fifth & Warren starting about 0730. 
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