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 Chapter Officers 2014-2015

 President
 CPO Stephen B.J. Quance
360-731-5552
sdquance@yahoo.com

 1st Vice President
 Mr. Richard Dexter
360-692-6876
rdexter@tscnet.com

 2nd Vice President
 Mr. Peter Dawson
360-779-8219
etypebubba@aol.com

 Secretary/Treasurer
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

 Marshal
 None



 Chaplain
LTC Wendell Dutt
253-565-5264
wadutt@comsast.net

 Color Bearer
 None

 

Hero Camp Officers 2013-2014

 Commander
 Mr. Alex Jordan
 
jordan3614@hotmail.com

 Chief of Staff
 Col. William Biscomb
206-842-6417
hankcarman@wavecable.com

 Adjutant
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

Meeting Notice!
We will meet at All Star Lanes in Silverdale on Friday, 13 Mar. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. Happy Valentine’s Day!

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Heroes of ’76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Heroes. 

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

Highlights of the 13 Feb. Meeting

       Prior to the meeting, Bro. Yankosky presented a slide show about the battleship Oregon (BB-3). 

       Pres. B.J. Quance called the meeting to order. Bro. Joe MacIntyre spoke about the petition from the candidate from Silverdale #311. The candidate came highly recommended and was voted in. But Christian is still out of town in Washington, D.C. 

      Area Rep. Wendell Dutt gave us a report from the  Sojourner Mid-Winter Convention, from which he had recently returned. This is a planning session for the National Convention in June. The National Chaplain was absent, so Wendell got to be Chaplain  Chapter revitalization has become an issue. #539 is having trouble getting a quorum. Chapter #89 has problems getting programs going. An IT tech meeting was held to address the issue of websites. $4,800 was allocated to redo the National website and make it more user friendly. Maybe $100 should be donated to a web daddy to get the job done.
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        Coming Resolutions were presented at the Mid-winter meeting. One is for funding of kids to go to Valley Forge. The National Americanism Committee sends JROTC cadets to Valley Forge. It’s satisfactory for us to send cadets to PLU in Tacoma instead. The new National Secretary, Bill Sanner, is a list man. He publishes a long list of items to be accomplished, including the Secretary’s Magna Carta – all the things a secretary has to do. This year’s Annual Convention will be held 1-6 June in Omaha. 

       Bro. Dick Dexter noted that June is coming up and we need to talk about meeting somewhere else. We thought we would always meet in the banquet room beside the restaurant. But tonight a birthday party was being held there and we were moved to a room on the other end of the casino.  It was hard to find if you didn’t know where it was. It seemed like a private Bingo gaming room. (It worked for me because there were pull-down screens on the wall I could use for the slide show. I forgot to bring 3-prong adapters. There wouldn’t have been a show if they didn’t have 3-

prong wall outlets). #89 has to have a confirmed number of reservations at their dining place. Bro. Joe MacIntyre Likes VFW #239, rather than for-profit eating places. We should be supporting veterans organizations. A drawback of the VFW was that they only had one item on their menu for Steak Night (chicken optional), whereas the Bowling Alley res-taurant had a full menu. Bros. Hank Carman and Bill Biscomb weren’t present tonight, and Silverdale is closer for them. Nevertheless, a vote was taken favoring the VFW for our 11 Sept. meeting. Pres. B.J. ordered that a letter be written to VFW #239. We only meet one night a month. There are other nights to go

to a fancy restaurant. Bro. Ron Booth fondly recalled the PSNS Officer’s Club, which unfortunately burned down about 20 years ago. 

        At this year’s Pac Beach we will be co-hosting with Chapter #89. Chapter #80 will have two eligible Hero’s candidates.

        Bro. Bill Biscomb will be making a presentation at the 13 March meeting.

Can Flying Crate Aeroplanes Sink a Battleship? Billy Mitchell said ‘Yes.’ The Navy Admirals said ‘No Way.’              

       Airpower advocate Brig. Gen..Billy Mitchell (1879-1936) believed that flying crate aeroplanes could sink battleships and that air power would play a crucial role in future wars. This didn’t go over well with the Navy admirals who were wedded to their battleships. Mitchell felt that building obsolete dreadnoughts was taking precious money away from military aviation. 

       A series of bombing tests against stationary target ships was arranged in July 1921 to settle the point. Supported by General of the Armies John Pershing, the Navy set rules to enhance the survivability of the ships. They didn’t really want to sink them, just determine how much damage they could take. One of Mitchell’s pilots, a Russian named Alexander Seversky, who had bombed German ships in the Great War, suggested dropping bombs not on the ships, but near the ships. This would create a water hammer effect whereby the force of the water would split the ship’s hull seams and sink it.

       On July 20, 1921 the Navy brought out the ex-German battleship Ostfriesland. 200, 550 and 600 lb bombing attacks by Navy, Marine and Army planes caused the bow to sink 3 feet with a 5 degree list to port. The next day bombers dropped single 1,100 lb bombs scoring 3 direct hits. The ship settled 2 more feet by the stern and 1 foot by the bow. Next 6 bombers, loaded with a single 2,000 lb bomb each, dropped their bombs. They scored no hits but 3 of the bombs landed closed enough to the hull to split the hull plates and make the ship capsize and sink. This was a violation of Pershing’s rules, since the Navy engineers didn’t have a chance to go out and inspect the damage from the lesser bombs. But an examination of the wreck showed little damage from the top side bombs. The sinking was caused by flooding which might have been stopped by damage control crews.
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    2,000 lb bomb exploding near stern of Ostfriesland.

        Mitchell repeated his performance by sinking several more obsolete pre-Dreadnought battleships.
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Ex-U.S.S. Alabama (BB-8) hit by phosphorous bomb.

        President Harding and the Navy were embarrassed by this display of naval vulnerability, just after the President had invited the world’s naval powers to a conference in Washington to try to limit naval armaments. Officials 

tried to suppress Mitchell’s claims that battleships could easily be destroyed by bombs from aircraft, but somehow the story got leaked to the press.

       Mitchell was kept busy and out of the country by being sent on foreign inspection tours. After  a trip to Asia in 1924, Mitchell wrote a report predicting a future war with Japan and an air attack on Pearl Harbor. But he thought an attack on Hawaii would be carried out by land-based 

planes, not believing aircraft carriers to be of much use. 

       Next Mitchell appeared before Congress advocating 

an Air Force as a separate service branch. In l925 his war-time rank of Brig. Gen. expired and he went back to the permanent rank of colonel. This happened to a lot of officers, but for Mitchell it was seen as a form of punish-ment and exile.

       After several Air Service disasters, including the loss of the airship Shenandoah, destroyed after being ordered to fly through a thunderstorm to do acrobatics at a county fair, Mitchell charged senior leaders of the Army and Navy with incompetence and almost treasonable administration of national defense. In Oct. 1925 Pres.Coolidge ordered Mitchell court martialled  under the 96TH Article of War. The trial lasted 7 weeks. The court fund him guilty as charged and suspended him for 5 years without pay. President Coolidge, however, revised this to half pay. 
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       Mitchell resigned from the Army in 1926 and spent the next decade writing and preaching air power. But now being only a civilian reduced his influence. Mitchell died of ill-health before the next war, but his contention that battleships could be sunk by aircraft alone was borne out a score of times in World War 2. Pres. Roosevelt posthumously made Mitchell a 2-star Army Air Force general (retired) in 1942. In 1946 he was awarded a Congressional Gold Medal.

                   Brig. Gen. William (Billy) Mitchell

News Item:  U.S. Billionaire finds sunken WW2 Japanese Battleship Musashi
AFP News 3/4/2015.

       Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen reports that he has found the wreck of the battleship Musashi off the Philippines. One of the world’s two largest battleships,

the Musashi was sunk by U.S. carrier planes during the Battle of Leyte Gulf in Oct.1944. The discovery was the result of an eight year search, going through historical records from 4 countries and using advanced technology to survey the seabed. The billionaire’s exploration vessel, the M/Y Octopus, located the wreck .62 miles deep in the Sibuyan Sea in the central Philippines. A former Musashi crewman recognized underwater photos taken by Allen’s team of a large gun turret and seaplane launcher. 

        The 62 year old Seattle-born Allen is the world’s 51ST richest man. In 1975 he co-founder Microsoft with Bill Gates. His next project, Stratolaunch, aims to put cost effective cargo and manned missions into space. Allen described the Musashi search as a life-long ambition. Since he was a boy he was enthralled by stories of World War 2. His father was a veteran who served in the Army. “The Musahi is an engineering marvel and, as an engineer at heart, I have a deep appreciation for the technology and effort that went into it’s construction.”

         Attack of the Killer Bees

     At 863 feet in length, displacing 72,800 tons and carrying nine 18 inch guns, the Yamato and Musashi were the largest battleships ever built. The Americans were 

going to build a super-Iowa class, mounting twelve 16 

inch guns, to counter the threat. But after the last Japanese super battleship was sunk, the need no longer existed so 

the project was canceled.  

     Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s vow, “I Shall Return,” to liberate the Philippines, was carried out when the 

American army landed on Leyte in the fall of 1944. But MacArthur’s invasion force wasn’t heavily defended. The Japanese figured that if they sent their Combined Fleet 

from Borneo to the Philippines, the 18 inch guns of their battleships would annihilate MacArthur and his invasion.

Admiral Halsey’s American naval force steamed west from Ulithi to support the invasion, but Halsey’s force met an unexpected obstacle in a “divine wind,” super typhoon Cobra, that sank a number of his ships, before he could go off hunting the Japanese fleet.
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               Yamato in sea trials. Battleship plan view.

     In late October Halsey’s fleet and the Combined Fleet found each other, luckily just before the Japanese fleet could pounce on MacArthur’s invasion force. Thereafter followed what has been called the greatest naval battle in history. After that the Japanese navy didn’t exist as a formidable fighting force. Dangerous – they still had the Yamato and their subs, but the carriers were gone.  
     Getting back to Billy Mitchell’s hypothesis, the Arizona would last 5 minutes into the new war. The world’s biggest battleship, the Musashi, would last 9 hours. Here’s an 

After Action report:

     Leyte Gulf, 24 Oct, 10:27: Eight SB2C Helldivers from Intrepid attack. 500 lb bomb hits roof of turret #1 but fails to penetrate.
     10:29: TBF Avenger from Intrepid scores torpedo hit on starboard side, amidships. Ship took in 3,000 tons of water giving it a 5 ½ degree list. Counter-flooding corrected list to 1 degree. 2 Avengers shot down. 

     12:00: Eight SB2C Helldivers from Intrepid attack again. One bomb hits upper deck but didn’t penetrate. Another bomb hits port side deck, penetrating 2 decks then exploding above one of engine rooms, forcing evacuation of the engine room. Power lost to port inboard propeller and speed dropped to 22 knots. Two Helldivers shot down. 

     12:03: Nine TBF Avengers attack from both sides, scoring 3 torpedo hits on port side. One torpedo flooded hydrallic machinery room, forcing guns to be worked manually. Another torpedo flooded another engine room. Counter-flooding reduced list to 1 degree. Ship has settled 6 feet in the water.

     13:31:  29 aircraft from Essex and Lexington attack. Two F6F Hellcats strafed the deck. Helldivers made 4 more bomb hits near forward turrets. 4 more torpedo hits, 3 forward of turret #1, causing heavy flooding. Bow is down 13 feet into the water reducing speed to 20 knots.

       15:00:  Nine SB2C Helldivers from Enterprise attack with 1,000 lb armor-piercing bombs scoring 4 hits. 3 more torpedo hits open up starboard bow reducing speed to 13 knots.

     15:25: 37 planes from Intrepid, Franklin and light carrier Cabot attack hitting ship with 13 bombs and 11 torpedoes. 3 Avengers and 3 Helldivers are shot down. Speed is reduced to 6 knots with rudder temporarily jammed 15 degrees to port. 10 degree list to port corrected to 6 degrees by counter-flooding.

     15:30:  Admiral Kirita left ship.

     16:21:   Ship heading north with 10 degree list to port, down 26 feet in the water with bow and forcastle awash. Kurita orders cruiser and 2 destroyers to stand by. More  counter-flooding to control list but engines stop before ship can be beached.

      19:15: With 12 degree list order is given to prepare to abandon ship.

      19:36:  Ship lists to 30 degrees and capsizes, sinking in 4,430 feet of water. Captain goes down with his ship. 1,376 of 2,399 man crew rescued. Half the survivors were evacuated to Japan and half sent to fight in the Philippines.

     Musashi was hit with 19 torpedoes and 17 bombs.
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