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Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm

March 2006 Newsletter


 Chapter Officers 2005-2006
	 President
	 Col William M. Biscomb
	 206-842-6417
	 biscombpi@hotmail.com

	 1st Vice President
	 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
	 360-275-0589
	 haggis@wavecable.com

	 2nd Vice President
	 MMCM Henry T. Carman
	 360-698-4776
	 hankcarman@wavecable.com

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 WTCS John M. Gray
	 360-895-3188
	 wtcs_sw@wavecable.com

	 Marshal
	 CWO4 Richard Patterson
	 360-769-8246
	 rlpatt@ix.netcom.com

	 Chaplain
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	 harolder46@comcast.net

	 Color Bearer
	
	
	


Hero Camp Officers 2005-2006
	 Commander
	 1Lt Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	 harolder46@comcast.net

	 Chief of Staff
	 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
	 360-275-0589
	 haggis@wavecable.com

	 Adjutant
	  WTCS John Gray
	 360-895-3188
	 wtcs_sw@wavecable.com


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at the Masonic Temple, 878 5th St, Bremerton on 10 MAR. Meeting at 1800 hours, Social hour and dinner begins at 1830. The District meeting by the Grand Master begins at 1930.  Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.
Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

Brother Sojourners:

At our last meeting I pointed out that the March meeting coincides with the District Meeting hosting our Grand Master.  By unanimous consent, those present elected to hold a brief meeting prior to the six thirty dinner and then attend the dinner and meeting.  We trust our faithful secretary will bring the Sojourner flag to be displayed in the East.  On that note, if someone desires to be our color bearer, I am confident the secretary will entrust the colors to that someone and be his friend for life.   

Also at the February meeting, SSGT Mike Pursey answered the call to be our Bridge of Light Committeeman.  In the Jan-Feb issue of "THE SOJOURNER", the National Commander led off his remarks on this topic.  The objectives of this program, as set forth in National Regulation 8.2.2 are fourfold:  (1) To cultivate Masonic ideals and unity through a "Bridge of Light"; (2) To inform other Masons of the services of National Sojourners; (3) To stimulate lodge support of patriotic programs; and (4) To stimulate individual Sojourners to attend their Blue Lodge.  (I paraphrased the above).  In that same regulation, it points out that we should attend at least one stated Blue Lodge meeting annually; should attend a presentation of the three Blue Lodge degrees annually; attend Masonic District events; wear our Sojourner Medals at Masonic functions when appearing as a Sojourner; and several other items.  (Again I paraphrased the regulation).
Next I will be seeking out a "volunteer" to be the chapter's committeeman on Americanism.  This individual is responsible for administering the ROTC Awards program. 

See you at 1800 hours on 10 March 2006 at the meeting/dinner/District Meeting.

Bill Biscomb 
COL AUS (Ret.) 
From the Secretary
Brothers, 

I would like to welcome the following new members to Sinclair Inlet Chapter 80:  HMCM Bryant Arnold, Mr. Lance Otis, Mr. Robert Lamb and returning member CWO Roger Maxwell. 

The March meeting will be held at the Masonic Temple in Bremerton, 878 5th St

Bremerton, WA 98337-1431
Here are directions:
From Tacoma:

1.
Merge onto WA-16 W via the ramp on the LEFT toward BREMERTON. 2.3 miles  

2.
WA-16 W becomes WA-3 N. 1.8 miles 

3.
Merge onto WA-304 E toward BREMERTON / FERRY. 1.8 miles  

4.
Turn RIGHT onto BURWELL ST / WA-304. 0.9 miles  

5.
Turn LEFT onto WARREN AVE / WA-303. 0.1 miles  

6.
Turn RIGHT onto 5TH ST. <0.1 miles  

7.
End at 878 5th St, Bremerton, WA 98337-1431, US  

From Silverdale:

1.
Merge onto WA-3 S via the ramp on the LEFT toward BREMERTON. 13.7 miles  

2.
Take the KITSAP WAY exit toward WA-310 E / BREMERTON / SEATTLE FERRY. 0.2 miles  

3.
Turn LEFT onto KITSAP WAY / WA-310. Continue to follow WA-310. 1.7 miles  

4.
Stay STRAIGHT to go onto 6TH ST. 0.4 miles  

5.
Turn RIGHT onto HEWITT AVE. <0.1 miles  

6.
Turn LEFT onto 5TH ST. 0.5 miles  

7.
End at 878 5th St, Bremerton, WA 98337-1431, US  

Highlights of Last Meeting
The meeting opened at 1900 10 FEB. Treasurers Report, balance on hand: $1670.64. Committee Reports: Membership committee reported that there were 3 members who had not paid their dues for 2006. The Secretary will contact them to ascertain their desires. 

Membership applications: Joe Illes moved to reinstate the membership of Roger Maxwell and accept the application of Tom Dangelo. Steve Seteroff moved to accept the application of and Don Lauer. Motions passed unanimously. 

Unfinished Business: The President reminded everyone that the MAR meeting is to be held at Bremerton Lodge #117 so we can attend the District visit of the Grand Master. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800.  New Business: The president requested the chapter consider paying the per capita dues of the older members who were considering relinquishing their membership due to advanced age. The President asked for a volunteer for the Bridge of Light Committee and Past President Mike Pursey raised his hand.
Guest Speaker: Much to her surprise, Mrs. Biscomb was railroaded by her husband into giving a presentation on Cottey College www.cottey.edu in Nevada, Missouri. It is a two-year independent, residential, liberal arts and sciences college for women. Cottey College educates qualified women in the arts and sciences to prepare them for transfer to programs beyond the associate’s degree by enhancing their intellectual ability, their store of knowledge, their personal skills and thereby their capacity for contribution to society and their chosen ends. She emphasized the 10-1 student to instructor ratio. Mrs. Biscomb is President of a local Philanthropic Educational Organization (PEO) chapter and Sisterhood whose goal is the support and advancement of women's education. The organization began as a college sorority at Iowa Wesleyan College, Mount Pleasant, Iowa, in 1869 and later changed from a college group to a community group. Today the PEO Sisterhood, www.peointernational.org has over 250,000 members and is dedicated to providing educational opportunities for women. Mrs. Biscomb’s chapter supports Cottey College. 
Announcements:  The Secretary informed everyone of Steve Wilt’s wife Melissa’s passing. Harold Richardson provided details pertaining to the location and time of her memorial. Joe Illes gave information on the mid-winter process review of resolutions, including the proposal to allow all military members to become Sojourners.  He also put out feelers for interest in supporting the NS Convention in Seattle in 2010. He also discussed the Annual Convention in Austin TX 12-17 June.
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 2000, peace and harmony prevailing.
Lewis & Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 News
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Meeting opened at 2003 by Commander Harold Richardson. The Commander discussed preparations for the bivouac on 11 FEB at 1000 at the Elks Clubs field house. Meeting closed at 2010
Military Masonic Trivia

Here is a MYTH about Taps that is circulating about the Web and the Internet:  

"It all began in 1862 during the Civil War, when Union Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with his men near Harrison's Landing in Virginia. The Confederate Army was on the other side of the narrow strip of land. During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moan of a soldier who lay mortally wounded on the field. Not knowing if it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the captain decided to risk his life and bring the stricken man back for medical attention. Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the captain reached the stricken soldier and began pulling him toward his encampment. When the captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldier was dead. The captain lit a lantern. Suddenly, he caught his breath and went numb with shock. In the dim light, he saw the face of the soldier. It was his own son. The boy had been studying music in the South when the war broke out. Without telling his father, he enlisted in the Confederate Army. The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permission of his superiors to give his son a full military burial despite his enemy status. His request was partially granted. The captain had asked if he could have a group of Army band members play a funeral dirge for the son at the funeral. That request was turned down since the soldier was a Confederate. Out of respect for the father, they did say they could give him only one musician. The captain chose a bugler. He asked the bugler to play a series of musical notes he had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of his dead son's uniform. This wish was granted. This music was the haunting melody we now know as "Taps" that is used at all military funerals."

 Again, while a good story, this is an absolute MYTH. There is no evidence to support the story, nor is there even evidence that a Captain Robert Ellicombe ever existed.

http://www.usmemorialday.org/tapsmyth.html

Here is the TRUE story:

During the Civil War, in July 1862 when the Army of the Potomac was in camp, Brig. Gen. Daniel Butterfield summoned Pvt. Oliver Wilcox Norton, his brigade bugler, to his tent. Butterfield, who disliked the colorless "extinguish lights" call then in use, whistled a new tune and asked the bugler to sound it for him. After repeated trials and changing the time of some notes which were scribbled on the back of an envelope, the call was finally arranged to suit Gen. Butterfield and used for the first time that night. Pvt. Norton, who on several occasions, had sounded numerous new calls composed by his commander, recalled his experience of the origin of "Taps" years later: 

"One day in July 1862 when the Army of the Potomac was in camp at Harrison's Landing on the James River, Virginia, resting and recruiting from its losses in the seven days of battle before Richmond, Gen. Butterfield summoned the writer to his tent, and whistling some new tune, asked the bugler to sound it for him. This was done, not quite to his satisfaction at first, but after repeated trials, changing the time of some of the notes, which were scribbled on the back of an envelope, the call was finally arranged to suit the general. 

"He then ordered that it should be substituted in his brigade for the regulation "Taps" (extinguish lights) which was printed in the Tactics and used by the whole army. This was done for the first time that night. The next day buglers from nearby brigades came over to the camp of Butterfield's brigade to ask the meaning of this new call. They liked it, and copying the music, returned to their camps, but it was not until some time later, when generals of other commands had heard its melodious notes, that orders were issued, or permission given, to substitute it throughout the Army of the Potomac for the time-honored call which came down from West Point. 

In the western armies the regulation call was in use until the autumn of 1863. At that time the XI and XII Corps were detached from the Army of the Potomac and sent under command of Gen. Hooker to reinforce the Union Army at Chattanooga, Tenn. Through its use in these corps it became known in the western armies and was adopted by them. From that time, it became and remains to this day the official call for "Taps." It is printed in the present Tactics and is used throughout the U.S. Army, the National Guard, and all organizations of veteran soldiers. 

Gen. Butterfield, in composing this call and directing that it be used for "Taps" in his brigade, could not have foreseen its popularity and the use for another purpose into which it would grow. Today, whenever a service member or veteran is buried with military honors anywhere in the United States, the ceremony is concluded by firing three volleys of musketry over the grave, and sounding with the trumpet or bugle "Put out the lights. Go to sleep"...There is something singularly beautiful and appropriate in the music of this wonderful call. Its strains are melancholy, yet full of rest and peace. Its echoes linger in the heart long after its tones have ceased to vibrate in the air." 

Taps factsheet, The Military District of Washington website
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