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 Chapter Officers 2014-2015

 President
 CPO Stephen B.J. Quance
360-731-5552
sdquance@yahoo.com

 1st Vice President
 Mr. Richard Dexter
360-692-6876
rdexter@tscnet.com

 2nd Vice President
 Mr. Peter Dawson
360-779-8219
etypebubba@aol.com

 Secretary/Treasurer
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

 Marshal
 None



 Chaplain
LTC Wendell Dutt
253-565-5264
wadutt@comsast.net

 Color Bearer
 None

 

Hero Camp Officers 2013-2014

 Commander
 Mr. Alex Jordan
 
jordan3614@hotmail.com

 Chief of Staff
 Col. William Biscomb
206-842-6417
hankcarman@wavecable.com

 Adjutant
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

Meeting Notice!
We will meet at All Star Lanes in Silverdale on Friday, 9 Jan. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend.

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Heroes of ’76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Heroes. 

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

Highlights of the 12 Dec. Meeting

       Bro. Joe MacIntyre asked for audience partici-pation for a question and answer session on the Bill of Rights. He would ask a person a legal question and see if they knew the answer based on previous Supreme Court Rulings. Originally the Bill of Rights numbered 10, but today there are 27. 

       2ND Vice President Peter Dawson opened the meeting at 19:30. Pres. B.J. had to go to a Bremerton Masonic Temple Board meeting that night.  1ST V.P. Dick Dexter hurt his back falling off a ladder taking out Christmas decorations. 

       Minutes of the previous meeting were approved 

as printed, with the exception that I forgot to mention that tonight we were having a Christmas gift auction. 

       An Edict was received from National clarifying the status of requirements to non-com membership. 

E7 was the highest non-com grade until 1958 when 

E8 and E9 grades were created. Those are now 

Eligible for membership. Area Rep Wendell Dutt read the edict from his I-phone. Bro. Bill Biscomb recalled how in 1961 his father-in-law wore a Master Sergeant’s stripes, 3 over/3 under, as an E7. When grade E8 originated some personnel were reduced to E7. Majors were reduced to sergeants. But Bill’s father-in-law was allowed to keep his grade and made E8 and then E9. Soldiers could hold a field promotion for 18 months and keep the same pay even if they went down in rank.

       We then moved to the raffle. The 6 members present each picked a number out of the hat. #1 Joe MacIntyre got a vase. #2 Bill Biscomb got a Masonic watch. #3 Charles Yankosky got a flex flashlight. #4 Hank Carman got Christmas lites. #5 Wendell Dutt got a Masonic watch and hand warmer. #6 Peter Dawson also got a flex flashlight. A good time was had by all and we raised $40.

      Area Rep Wendell thought the website address on our newsletter should be in bold letters so that it 

stands out. If you want to see back minutes go to the website. Telebyte is VWB Jim Kendall’s website. But space is limited so you can only go back so far before previous postings are taken off and put somewhere.

       Sickness & Health: 1ST V.P. Dick Dexter crack-ed several vertebrate in his back from falling off a step ladder getting some Christmas stuff and is in a back brace. He will be laid up for 12 weeks. Remember him in your prayers.

      May all have a Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year.

  CNO Greenert Talks of Navy’s Future

Defense One 11/17/2014. By Dr. Janine Davidson and Sam Ehrlich of the Council on Foreign Relations.

      Admiral Jonathan Greenert, who has been Chief of Naval Operations for 3 years, visited Brookings Insti-tution in Nov. 2014. He talked about Asia and the Pacific, arms and technology, and naval strategy around the world.

      Much of U.S. global shipping, especially oil, passes through the Asia-Pacific. Many American trading partners are there and U.S. treaties with allies depend  on a strong U.S. Asia-Pacific presence. By 2020 the present 50/50 split of U.S. Naval forces to the Pacific will be re-balanced as 60% of U.S. Navy ships will be home ported in the Pacific – mainly Guam and Singapore.

      The U.S. wants to maintain good relations with China. In August 2014 the Code For Unplanned Encounters at Sea (CUES) was passed to set protocols for when U.S. and Chinese naval ships meet. Adm. Greenert will continue talks with China’s Adm. Wu Shengli about International Law and Rules of the Road at sea to prevent miscalculations and dangerous situations. The U.S. might not be doing enough to keep up with China’s expanding navy & technical advances.

     Despite the budget sequestration, Adm. Greenert says the Navy is on track to have 308 ships by 2020 and 317 by 2025. However, if funds become tight, one or two of the Navy’s five remaining shipyards would be shut down. Suppliers who make valves and circuits, especially for nuclear ships, would also be affected.

     Advanced weapons systems are being developed. Laser Weapons Systems (LaWS) could become a major new weapon if the amount of energy it can fire can be increased. It may cost $1 per shot for a LaWS system compared to $1 million to fire a missile.

1.      Adm. Greenert gave 3 steps for planning naval action:

2. Assess areas in which the Navy has contested access.

3. Determine whether the action needed is “kinetic” or “non-kinetic.”

4. Consider options needed for the Navy to gain access (underwater, sea-surface, air or a combination of all three.

   The 2007 Maritime Strategy will be updated in  
coming moths. New global threats and challenges require that the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard update their Maritime Strategy to deal with these problems and issues. The greatest challenge of all will be posed by Congressional budget cuts. The best strategy in the world will go only so far unless it has smart money to back it up.
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