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 Chapter Officers 2007-2008
	 President
	 MMCM Henry T. Carman
	 360-698-4776
	 hankcarman@wavecable.com

	 1st Vice President
	 Mr. Lance Otis
	 360-874-0835
	  lanceo@silverlink.net

	 2nd Vice President
	 CWO2 Roger Maxwell
	 360-697-6587
	 301104221000@msn.com

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 WTCS John M. Gray
	 360-895-3188
	  wtcs_sw@wavecable.com

	 Marshal
	 Richard Dexter
	 360-692-6876
	 rdexter@tscnet.com

	 Chaplain
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	 harolder46@comcast.net

	 Color Bearer
	 
	
	 


Hero Camp Officers 2007-2008
	 Commander
	 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
	 360-275-0589
	 haggis@hctc.com

	 Chief of Staff
	 SSGT Michael Pursey
	 360-692-2421
	 mike-n-kay@comcast.net

	 Adjutant
	  WTCS John Gray
	 360-895-3188
	 wtcs_sw@wavecable.com


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on Friday 11 JAN. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 
The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

Brethren,

I would like to thank each of you for attending the last meeting, especially Bro. Steve Wilt and the young ladies from Rainbow International.  Please encourage any of the Brethren that did not attend to attend our meeting the 11th of January.  I do not have a speaker at this time.

     
I need a volunteer to take over the Membership Committee as our 2nd VP Bro. Roger Maxwell will be out of the area until May. We are all on the Membership Committee, so every opportunity you get to talk our brothers out there about our great organization, do it.  We need to continue to grow.

     
Our raffle seems to be working well and is approaching $200.00.  Thanks for your support in this worthy endeavor.

     
Brethren please e-mail me if you have any suggestions to make our chapter better.  My main goals for this year are to get our Flag Presentation team up and running again and to continue to increase interest in the “Bridge to Light Program.”

     
May all of you have a “Happy and Prosperous New Year.”      
Hank Carman, 
MMCM, USN (Ret)
Highlights of the Last Meeting
The meeting opened at 1900 14 DEC 07 by President Henry Carman with the members, ladies and guests as listed on the Muster Report. It was moved by Francis Worthington and passed to forego the reading of the minutes of the NOV meeting. Treasurers Report was read, balance on hand: $1403.77.  Correspondence was read, consisting of a newsletter from Chapter 546 and a letter from National concerning Collingwood donations. Membership applications: none. No candidates were initiated.  

Unfinished Business: 
Joe MacIntyre moved and it was passed to pay $50 to Victory Memorial Masonic Temple for the initiation of Lance Otis in NOV, passed. New Business:
John Gray moved and it was passed to pay $50 each date to Steadfast Masonic Lodge for use of their temple for the next two Hero’s initiations. 

Guest Speaker:
Steve Wilt and two International Order of Rainbow girls, Katie Jones and Shelby Now, gave a talk on the organization, how it has affected their lives in a positive manner, the charities their chapter supports (a Burn Unit and a Homeless Shelter), how it promotes public speaking, leadership camps and monthly service to the Retsil Veterans Home. Then they were off to a Rainbow of Fun Meeting.   


Announcements: The Secretary made a pitch for members joining the 3-6-5 Club and announced that Richard Dexter purchased his second MIP in our chapter. There being no further business, the meeting ended at 1940, peace and harmony prevailing. 
Lewis and Clark Heroes Camp:  No meeting held.   

From the Desk of the Secretary

Brethren,

    Unfortunately I have to pass on the sad news that Brother Verence Long passed away on 16 December 2007 after a long illness.  
I want to pass on my personal thanks to Linda Carman for organizing the monthly raffle, and to the members who support it by purchasing tickets. 

Many of you donate to various veterans organizations. Please take note of the article below so that the best use can be made with your contributions. 
Fraternally,

John

Veterans News

VETERAN CHARITIES:  
Americans gave millions of dollars in the past year to veterans charities designed to help troops wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan, but several of the groups spent relatively little money on the wounded, according to a leading watchdog organization and federal tax filings.  Eight veterans charities, including some of the nation's largest, gave less than a third of the money raised to the causes they champion, far below the recommended standard, the American Institute of Philanthropy (AIP) says in a report. One group passed along 1 cent for every dollar raised, the report says. Another paid its founder and his wife a combined $540,000 in compensation and benefits last year, a Washington Post analysis of tax filings showed.  The AIP's report suggests that 20 of the 29 military charities studied were managing their resources poorly, paying high overhead costs and direct-mail fundraising fees and, in some cases, providing their leaders with six-figure salaries. Daniel Borochoff, president and founder of the AIP, said many veterans charities are woefully inefficient, spending large sums on costly direct-mail advertising.  "They over solicit. They love to send out a lot of trinkets and stickers and greeting cards and flags and things that waste a lot of money that they get little return on," said Borochoff, who plans to testify before Congress.  The AIF gave F's to 12 of the 29 military charities reviewed and D's to eight. The AIP issued a report card this month for 29 veterans and military charities. Letter grades were based largely on the charities' fundraising costs and the percentage of money raised that was spent on charitable activities.  Following is an alphabetical summary of charities and grade assigned:

 Air Force Aid Society (A+)

 American Ex-Prisoners of War Service
Foundation (F)

 American Veterans Coalition (F)

 American Veterans Relief Foundation (F)

 AMVETS National Service Foundation (F)

 Armed Services YMCA of the USA (A-)

 Army Emergency Relief (A+)

 Blinded Veterans Association (D)

 Disabled American Veterans (D)

 Disabled Veterans Association (F)

 Fisher House Foundation (A+)

 Freedom Alliance (F)

 Help Hospitalized Veterans/Coalition to Salute
America's Heroes (F)

 Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund (A+)

 Military Order of the Purple Heart Service
Foundation (F)

 National Military Family Association (A)

 National Veterans Services Fund (F)

 National Vietnam Veterans Committee (D)

 Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (A+)

 NCOA National Defense Foundation (F)

 Paralyzed Veterans of America (F)

 Soldiers' Angels (D)

 United Spinal Association's Wounded Warrior
Project (D)

 USO (United Service Organization) (C+)

 Veterans of Foreign Wars and foundation (C-)

 Veterans of the Vietnam War &amp; the Veterans
Coalition (D)

 Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (D)

 VietNow National Headquarters (F)

 World War II Veterans Committee (D)

Source:  FDVA News Clips 13 Dec 07
FLAG LEGISLATION:  
U.S. Rep. Paul Broun has introduced a resolution to allow families to ask honor guards to give the traditional "13 Fold" flag recitation at burial ceremonies in national cemeteries. The legislation, H.R. 4781, would ban honor guards from participating in the funeral of any veteran interred in a national cemetery unless the veteran's family is told about the option of having the honor guard perform the traditional recitation.  These meanings, not part of the U.S. Flag Code, have been ascribed to the 13 folds of American flags at veteran's burial services:

 1.   Symbol of life.

 2.   Symbol of our belief in the eternal life.

 3.   In honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks who gave a portion of life for the defense of our country to attain a peace throughout the world.

 4.   Represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance.

 5.   A tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our country, in dealing with other countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong."

 6.   Represents where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

 7.   A tribute to our armed forces.

 8.   A tribute to the one who entered in to the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.

 9.   A tribute to womanhood.

10.   A tribute to father.

11.   In the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

12.   In the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost.

13.   When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, "In God We Trust."

Source: Athens Banner-Herald article 21 Dec 07

This month in the Revolutionary War




January 3, 1777 - A second victory for Washington as his troops defeat the British at Princeton and drive them back toward New Brunswick. Washington then establishes winter quarters at Morristown, New Jersey. 

With the winter of 1777-1778 setting in, the prospects for campaigning were greatly diminished, and Washington sought quarters for his men. He selected Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 22 miles northwest of Philadelphia. During the harsh winter, Washington's army shrinks to about a thousand men as enlistments expire and deserters flee the hardships. By spring, with the arrival of recruits, Washington will have 9000 men.  Though no battle was fought at Valley Forge, from December 19, 1777 to June 19, 1778 a struggle against the elements and low morale was overcome on this sacred ground.

The Marquis de Lafayette wrote: "The unfortunate soldiers were in want of everything; they had neither coats nor hats, nor shirts, nor shoes. Their feet and their legs froze until they were black, and it was often necessary to amputate them."

A bitter George Washington, whose first concern was always his soldiers, would accuse the Congress of "little feeling for the naked and distressed soldiers. I feel superabundantly for them, and from my soul pity those miseries, which it is neither in my power to relieve or prevent."

The suffering and sacrifices of the American soldiers at Valley Forge are familiar, iconic images, but there is another side of the picture. Valley Forge was where a new, confident, professional American army was born. Three months of shortage and hardship were followed by three months of relative abundance that led to wonderful changes in the morale and fighting capabilities of the Continental Army. The task of developing and carrying out an effective training program fell to Baron Friedrich von Steuben. This skilled Prussian drill master, recently arrived from Europe, tirelessly drilled and scolded the regiments into an effective fighting force. Intensive daily training, coupled with von Steuben's forceful manner, instilled in the men renewed confidence in themselves and their ability to succeed.




Recreation of a cabin in which soldiers would have lived at Valley Forge
January 1, 1782 - Loyalists begin leaving America, heading north to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

January 5, 1782 - The British withdraw from North Carolina.

Sources: www.ushistory.org/valleyforge/history/vstory.html  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_Forge 
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