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Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm

DEC 2008 Newsletter


 Chapter Officers 2008-2009
	 President
	 Mr. Lance Otis
	 360-874-0835
	lotis666@gmail.com

	 1st Vice President
	 Mr. Richard Dexter
	 360-692-6876
	rdexter@tscnet.com

	 2nd Vice President
	 SMSgt Francis Worthington
	 360-692-2202
	None

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 WTCS John M. Gray
	 360-895-3188
	wtcs_sw@wavecable.com

	 Marshal
	 Mr. Alexander Jordan
	 
	jordan3614@hotmail.com

	 Chaplain
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	harolder46@comcast.net

	 Color Bearer
	 
	
	 


Hero Camp Officers 2008-2009
	 Commander
	 SSGT Michael Pursey
	 360-692-2421
	mike-n-kay@comcast.net

	 Chief of Staff
	 Mr. Richard Dexter
	 360-692-6876
	rdexter@tscnet.com

	 Adjutant
	  WTCS John Gray
	 360-895-3188
	wtcs_sw@wavecable.com


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on Friday 12 DEC. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 
The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

From the Bridge:
At this time of year our thoughts turn to doing good for our Armed Forces members and families that need our help. The National Sojourners supports the "Hero Miles" program administered by the nonprofit Fisher House Foundation for the Department of Defense. The program is comprised of individual airlines whose passengers donate their frequent flyer miles to assist service members and their families. Specifically, Fisher House Foundation provides free airline tickets to military men and women who are undergoing treatment at a military or VA medical center incident to their service in Iraq or Afghanistan, and their families.  You can find out more at this email address: 

http://www.fisherhouse.org/contribute/contribute.shtml
or donate via the Combined Federal Campaign Fisher House Foundation - CFC Agency Code 11453, or mail your donation to: 

Fisher House Foundation, Inc.

1401 Rockville Pike, Suite 600

Rockville, MD 20852.

Fisher House™ Foundation, Inc. is a not-for-profit organization under section 501(c) (3) of the IRS code. Donations are tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed by law. 
Respectfully, 
WB Lance Otis

Highlights of the Last Meeting
The meeting opened at 1900 14 NOV 08 by President Lance Otis with the members, ladies and guests as listed on the Muster Report. It was moved and passed to forego the reading of the minutes of the OCT meeting. Treasurers Report was not read, balance on hand: $1772.27
Correspondence was not read. Committee Reports: none. Membership applications: none. The following candidates were initiated: Peter Dawson, British Merchant Marines. Unfinished Business: 
None.  New Business:
none.

Guest Speaker:
Lance Otis gave a presentation with 360 degree videos on the Collingwood Library & Museum. Announcements:  none. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 1955, peace and harmony prevailing. 

From the Desk of the Secretary

Brethren,

Remember, the Elk’s Club will be having their Seafood Buffet at our next meeting. Please pay your dues before National has to send you another reminder, it costs them time and money. 
Fraternally,
John

Veterans News

Veterans of the United States armed forces may be eligible for a broad range of programs and services provided by the federal Department of Veterans Affairs. The book, Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents - 2008 Edition, may be downloaded at:

http://www.veteranshour.com/
Or viewed at:

http://www1.va.gov/opa/Is1/index.asp
The Department of Defense Force Health and Protection Readiness Directorate (FHP & R) launched the Chemical-Biological Warfare Exposures Web site: 

http://fhp.osd.mil/CBexposures
to provide service members, military retirees, veterans, their families and the public with information on testing of chemical and biological warfare agents from 1942 to 1975.  Veterans or retirees who believe that they may have been exposed or who would like more information can contact DoD via email at:

 CBWebmaster@tma.osd.mil 
or call DoD's contact manager at 800-497-6261, M-F 7:30 to 4:00 EST. The Department of Veterans Affairs has also set up a web page for chemical exposure at  www1.va.gov/shad.  Veterans who would like to talk to a VA representative can call the Special Issues Helpline at 800-749-8387.  




Gun Salutes
1. 
Origin and significance of military gun salutes - The use of the gun salutes for military occasions is traced to early warriors who demonstrated their peaceful intentions by placing their weapons in a position that rendered them ineffective. The tradition of rendering a salute by cannon originated in the 14th Century in the British Navy. Since discharging the cannon rendered it ineffective, by custom, warships fired seven-gun salutes while shore batteries, which had a greater supply of gunpowder and were able to fire three guns for every shot fired afloat, fired a 21 salute.  In 1842 the U. S. established the Presidential salute at 21 guns while in 1890 it was established as the National salute. Today, the 21-gun salute is fired in honor of the President while guns salutes of less numbers are rendered to other military and civilian leaders based on their protocol rank Ref: USA Fact Sheet, dtd 05/69. 

2. 
Origin and significance of the military custom of firing rifle volleys at funerals - During the funeral rites of the Roman Army the casting of the earth THREE times upon the coffin constituted "the burial."  It was customary among the Romans to call the dead THREE times by name, which ended the funeral ceremony. As friends and relatives of the deceased departed they said "Vale", or farewell, THREE times.  Over time when firearms were introduced on the battlefield the custom of practice of firing volleys was established to halt the fighting to remove the dead from the battlefield.  Once each army had cleared its dead it would fire THREE volleys to indicate that the dead had been cared for and that they were ready to go back to the fight.  Today, when a squad of soldiers fires THREE volleys over a grave, they are, in accordance with this old Roman custom, bidding their dead comrade farewell.  After the last rifle volley, the bugler then sounds TAPS. The fact that the firing party consists of seven riflemen, firing three volleys does not constitute a 21-gun salute. Ref: Mil Customs dtd 1917.

3. 
21 vs. 3 - Many confuse the 21-gun salute with the 3-volley salute. The 21-gun salute is used primarily as a greeting. It's fired during presidential arrivals and departures and when heads of state visit. Also, it's not limited to the United States -- many countries have similar ceremonies. The 3-volley salute, on the other hand, is performed during police and military funerals by the Honor Guard and is intended as a reminder.  While the two salutes look and sound similar, the 21-gun salute is considered the higher honor.
 4. 
21 History - It's been said that 21 guns are fired because the digits in 1776 add up to 21 (1+7+7+6=21). Logical, but Snopes.com writes this is just an urban legend. The real story behind the honor is a bit more complicated. The United States Army explains the salute's history. "Originally warships fired seven-gun salutes -- the number seven probably selected because of its astrological and Biblical significance." Land-based cannons had a higher capacity for gun powder and "were able to fire three guns for every shot fired afloat, hence the salute by shore batteries was 21 guns." Eventually, as gun powder improved, ships fired 21 guns, too. The habit of firing salutes became wasteful, with ships and shore batteries firing shots for hours on end. This was particularly expensive for ships, which had a limited space to store powder which went bad quickly in the salt air. The British admiralty first dictated the policies now in place as a practical matter to save gunpowder. The rule was simple, for every volley fired by a ship in salute, a shore battery could return up to three shots. The regulations limited ships to a total of seven shots in salute, so the 21 gun-salute became the salute used to honor the only the most important dignitaries.
5. 
Salute Protocol - Today, the U.S. Navy Regulations proscribe that only those ships and stations designated by the Secretary of the Navy may fire gun salutes. A national salute of 21 guns is fired on: Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, to honor the President of the United States, and to honor heads of foreign states. Additionally, ships may, with approval from the office of the Secretary of the Navy, provide gun salutes for naval officers on significant occasions, using the following protocol: Admiral-17 guns, Vice Admiral-15 guns, a Rear Admiral (upper half)-13 guns, and Rear Admiral (lower half)-11 guns. All gun salutes are fired at five-second intervals. Gun salutes will always total an odd number.
6. 
Volley Protocol - The 3-volley salute is a salute performed at military and police funerals as part of the drill and ceremony of the Honor Guard. A rifle party, usually consisting of an odd number of firers, usually from 3 to 7 firearms. Usually the firearms are rifles for military, but at some police funerals, shotguns are used. The firing party is positioned such that, when they shoulder their arms for firing, the muzzles are pointed over the casket of the deceased who is being honored. If the service is being performed inside a church or chapel, or funeral home, the firing party fires from outside the building, typically positioned near the front entrance. On the command of the NCO-in-charge, the firing party fires their weapons in unison, for a total of three volleys. Because unbulleted blanks (which will not cycle the action of a semi-automatic rifle) are used, in the United States, M1 or M14 rifles are preferred over the current issue M16 rifle, because the charging handles of the M1/M14 are more easily operated in a dignified, ceremonial manner than on the M16. Source:  http://www.hbtv.us/VA/ 20 Feb 08 

This Month in the Revolutionary War

December 17, 1777 - At Valley Forge in Pennsylvania, the Continental Army, led by George Washington, sets up winter quarters.
December 29, 1778 - The British begin a major southern campaign with the capture of Savannah, Georgia, followed a month later with the capture of Augusta.

December 14, 1782 - The British evacuate Charleston, South Carolina.

December 23, 1783 - Following a triumphant journey from New York to Annapolis, George Washington, victorious commander in chief of the American Revolutionary Army, appears before Congress and voluntarily resigns his commission, an event unprecedented in history.
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