Sinclair Inlet Chapter No. 80 National Sojourners, Inc



[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.emf]






Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm

December 2006 Newsletter


 Chapter Officers 2005-2006
	 President
	 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
	 360-275-0589
	 haggis@hctc.com

	 1st Vice President
	 MMCM Henry T. Carman
	 360-698-4776
	 hankcarman@wavecable.com

	 2nd Vice President
	 SKC Thomas Lou
	 360-871-3377
	 

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 WTCS John M. Gray
	 360-895-3188
	 wtcs_sw@wavecable.com

	 Marshal
	 CWO4 Richard Patterson
	 360-769-8246
	 rlpatt@ix.netcom.com

	 Chaplain
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	 harolder46@comcast.net

	 Color Bearer
	 CWO2 Roger Maxwell
	360-697-6587
	 301104221000@msn.com


Hero Camp Officers 2005-2006
	 Commander
	 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
	 360-275-0589
	 haggis@hctc.com

	 Chief of Staff
	 SSGT Michael Pursey
	 360-692-2421
	 kpursey@silverlink.net

	 Adjutant
	  WTCS John Gray
	 360-895-3188
	 wtcs_sw@wavecable.com


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on Friday 8 DEC. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 
The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

THE SANDS OF CHRISTMAS 

 I had no Christmas spirit 

when I breathed a weary sigh, 

And looked across the table 

where the bills were piled too high.
The laundry wasn't finished 

and the car I had to fix, 

My stocks were down another point, 

the Chargers lost by six.

And so with only minutes

 till my son got home from school

 I gave up on the drudgery 

and grabbed a wooden stool.

The burdens that I carried 

were about all I could take, 

And so I flipped the TV on 

to catch a little break.

I came upon a desert scene 

in shades of tan and rust, 

No snowflakes hung upon the wind, 

just clouds of swirling dust.

And where the reindeer should have stood 

before a laden sleigh, 

Eight Humvees ran a column 

right behind an M1A.

A group of boys walked past the tank, 

not one was past his teens 

Their eyes were hard as polished flint, 

their faces drawn and lean.

They walked the street in armor 

with their rifles shouldered tight, 

Their dearest wish for Christmas, 

just to have a silent night.

Other soldiers gathered, 

hunkered down against the wind, 

To share a scrap of mail 

and dreams of going home again. 

There wasn't much at all 

to put their lonely hearts at ease, 

They had no Christmas turkey, 

just a pack of MREs.

They didn't have a garland 

or a stocking I could see, 

They didn't need an ornament - 

they lacked a Christmas tree.

They didn't have a present 

even though it was tradition, 

The only boxes I could see 

were labeled "ammunition."

I felt a little tug 

and found my son now by my side, 

He asked me what it was I feared, 

and why it was I cried.

I swept him up into my arms 

and held him oh so near 

And kissed him on the forehead 

as I whispered in his ear.

"There's nothing wrong, my little son, 

for safe we sleep tonight 

Our heroes stand on foreign land 

to give us all the right.

To worry on the things in life 

that mean nothing at all, 

Instead of wondering if we 

will be the next to fall."

He looked at me as children do 

and said, "it's always right, 

To thank the ones who help us 

and perhaps that we should write."

And so we pushed aside the bills 

and sat to draft a note, 

To thank the many far from home, 

and this is what we wrote:

"God bless you all and keep you safe, 

and speed your way back home.

Remember that we love you so, 

and that you're not alone.

The gift you give you share with all, 

a present every day, 

You give the gift of liberty 

and that we can't repay."

~ Michael Marks ~
Merry Christmas and a safe New Year

to all those who served and are now serving so far from home! May God bless and keep you safe.
Sincerely and fraternally, 

Joe MacIntyre

President and Commander 

From the Desk of the Secretary

Brethren,
As a reminder, the following persons are assigned to chapter committees:

Americanism: 

Hank Carman

Blue Light:

Michael Pursey

Membership: 

John Gray

Collingwood Library Representative: Leonard Altig

Duties and responsibilities of those and other committees are detailed in the National Regulations and Chapter Officer Handbook. Hard to believe but true is that there openings for anyone interested in filling a committee position! Contact me or the President if you are interested.
For general info on National Sojourners, the  website is :

http://www.nationalsojourners.org/
PAC NW website: 

www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/index.htm
And for all the guilty, Please pay your dues!

Merry Christmas!

John
Highlights of the Last Meeting
The meeting opened at 1930 10 NOV 06 by President Joe MacIntyre with the members, ladies and guests as listed on the Muster Report. The delay was due to dinners being served late.
It was moved by Joe Illes and passed to forego the reading of the minutes of the SEP meeting. It was noted that there were no OCT meeting minutes due to it being canceled to support attendance at the annual area encampment of Sojourners and Heroes held at the Pacific Beach Resort.
Treasurers Report was read, balance on hand: $1502.34

Correspondence was read, consisting of chapter newsletters from Chapter 89, Mid-Winter Conference Info and letters from National concerning departure of office staff and Chapter 3-6-5 Club status. 
Committee Reports: Membership stats reviewed.  

Membership applications: Richard L. Dexter and James D. Houston. The following candidates were initiated: MCPO Patrick W. Carney.

Unfinished Business:  None. New Business:  It was moved by Joe Illes and passed unanimously to accept Mr. Dexter and Houston’s applications. The Secretary gave a report on the status of the Chapter 3-6-5 Club, concluding that the chapter needed to contribute $91.25 to qualify for a streamer for this year. Robert Lamb moved and it was passed to pay the necessary contribution.  The President presented Charles Yankosky his membership certificate, Harold Richardson with a Past Commander certificate and Hank Carman with a National Membership Award certificate and desk flag set for his recruitment of 3 new chapter members. 
Guest Speaker:
The Secretary introduced Ms Linda Rae Lind, the President of the Washington State Society United States Daughters of 1812. She is also the President of the local USS Enterprize Chapter. She gave an overview of the organization, whose purposes  are to promote patriotism, preserve and increase knowledge of the history of the American people by the preservation of documents and relics, the marking of historic spots, the recording of family histories and traditions, the celebration of patriotic anniversaries, teaching and emphasizing the heroic deeds of the civil, military and naval life of those who molded our government between the close of the American Revolution and the close of the War of 1812, to urge Congress to compile and publish authentic records of men in civil, military and naval service from 1784 to 1815, and to maintain at National Headquarters a museum and library of memorabilia of the 1784-1815 period.  
She discussed the War of 1812, recommended some books and gave an overview of her family’s history and her involvement in the society. The brief was very informative and Ms Lind was well received. For further information on the national society and the local chapter, go to www.usdaughters1812.org/   and  www.rootsweb.com/~waussusd/ 
Announcements:   Joe Illes urged that someone from our chapter attend the Mid-Year Conference in Salem OR. If anyone is interested, contact the Secretary ASAP, deadline for registration is 17 DEC. Harold Richardson advertised a Hero’s Flag Building by himself and Past President Graham Kent at the 19 NOV Bethel 43 Job’s Daughter meeting in Belfair. Trenna Otis let her husband Lance announce the 14 NOV William H. Upton Naval & Military Lodge Stated meeting and Veteran’s Day Program. Pat Carney reminded everyone of the 11 NOV Shriners Hospital Screening at Harrison. And lastly, the President provided info on Robert Burns night in JAN, see him for tickets and details.  There being no further business, the meeting ended at 2030, peace and harmony prevailing. 
OBTW: Upon reviewing the evenings business notes the Secretary noted that Trenna Otis signed the Muster Report as OIC. An XOI and NJP may be in order!

Minutes of the 10 NOV 06 Lewis and Clark Heroes Camp Meeting: 

No meeting conducted
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Binnacle List 

Brothers, 

Please pray for CAPT Harry Houston’s quick recovery from surgery. 

General Information and Announcements

VA CEMETERIES UPDATE 01: Eligibility for burial in a VA cemetery (space permitting) extends to the following:

 (1) Any member of the Armed Forces of the United States who dies on active duty.

 (2) Any veteran who was discharged under conditions other than dishonorable. With certain exceptions, service beginning after 7 SEP 80, as an enlisted person, and service after 16 OCT 81, as an officer, must be for a minimum of 24 continuous months or the full period for which the person was called to active duty as in the case of a Reservist called to active duty for a limited duration. Undesirable, bad conduct and any other type of discharge other than honorable may or may not qualify the individual for veteran’s benefits, depending upon a determination made by a VA Regional Office. Cases presenting multiple discharges of varying character are also referred for adjudication to a VA Regional Office.

 (3) Any citizen of the United States who, during any war in which the United States has or may be engaged, served in the Armed Forces of any Government allied with the United States during that war, whose last active service was terminated honorably by death or otherwise, and who was a citizen of the United States at the time of entry into such service and at the time of death.

13) U.S. Merchant Mariners with oceangoing service during the period of armed conflict, 7 DEC 41 to 13 DEC 46. A DD-214 documenting this service may be required.

(16) The spouse or surviving spouse of an eligible veteran is eligible for interment in a national cemetery even if that veteran is not buried or memorialized in a national cemetery. In addition, the spouse or surviving spouse of a member of the Armed Forces of the United States whose remains are unavailable for burial is also eligible for burial.

 (17) The surviving spouse of an eligible veteran who had a subsequent remarriage to a non-veteran and whose death occurred on or after 1 JAN 00 is eligible for burial in a national cemetery, based on his or her marriage to the eligible veteran.

 (18) The minor children of an eligible veteran. For purpose of burial in a national cemetery, a minor child is a child who is unmarried and is under 21 years of age; or, is under 23 years of age and pursuing a full-time course of instruction at an approved educational institution.

The above are the most common circumstances. To see the entire list or confirm your eligibility for burial benefits, call a Veteran's Benefits Counselor at 800-827-1000 or visit: 
www.cem.va.gov/eligible.htm
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