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Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm
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 Chapter Officers 2003-2004

	 President
	 LTC Graham Kent
	 360-692-5781
	 kentgg@tcsnet.com

	 1st Vice President
	 Michael Pursey
	 
	

	 2nd Vice President
	 Bill Biscombe
	
	

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	 haroldr@telebyte.net

	 Marshal
	 
	
	

	 Chaplain
	
	
	 

	 Color Bearer
	
	
	


Hero Camp Officers 2003-2004

	 Commander
	 LTC Graham Kent
	 360-692-5781
	 kentgg@tcsnet.com

	 Chief of Staff
	 CAPT Harry R. Houston
	
	

	 Adjutant
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	 haroldr@telebyte.net


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on 9 APR. Social hour begins at 1800, Dinner and Meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medal!

From the Desk of the Secretary

Our next meeting will at 1900 hours at Elks Lodge #1181, 9 APR 2004. Dinner and drinks are  served beginning at 1800 hours. Business to be taken care of includes elections of officers for the ensuing year. Br. Richard Patterson is on the nominating committee. If he asks you to serve, and it is at all possible, please say yes. We hope to see you there.

Japanese Freemasonry
The Masonic Fraternity was introduced to Japan in much the same way as it was to other countries, by means of  military traveling lodges. Sphinx Lodge No. 263 under charter from the Grand Lodge of Ireland and attached to the 20th Regiment of Foot (Lancashire Fusiliers) came to Yokohama, Japan in 1864. Sphinx Lodge, while in Japan, accepted several members of the resident foreign community and these newly made Masons, along with those who had already been members of other lodges, decided to petition the Grand Lodge of England for a Lodge Charter. In 1865, their petition was approved and on June 26, 1866 the first meeting of Yokohama Lodge No. 1092 was held. From this beginning several bodies were formed prior to World War II including six Craft Lodges and a District Grand Lodge under the United Grand Lodge of England and three Craft Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Scotland.

   From 1941 to 1945, Masonic activity was dormant in Japan and in the early post-war period only one of the English and two of the Scottish. Lodges were reactivated. 

Following the organization of several Masonic Clubs by the occupation forces the Grand Lodge of the Philippines began to charter Lodges in Japan and Okinawa. At this time membership was made available to Japanese Nationals for the first time and soon the ritual was translated into the Japanese language. Soon, yet another Grand Lodge was to be represented in Japan. Sinim Lodge which had been operating in the city of Shanghai, China with a charter from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was reactivated in Tokyo in 1952.  The various Lodges enjoyed considerable growth and prosperity and by 1954 a District Grand Lodge for Japan was approved by the Grand Lodge of the Philippines. 

   In early 1957 a resolution was passed within Moriahyama Lodge No. 7 calling for all Lodges in Japan chartered by the Grand Lodge of the Philippines to consider the formation of an independent Grand Lodge of Japan. By March of 1957 fifteen Lodges had approved the resolution As the years passed, the number of lodges under the Grand Lodge of Japan increased to twenty and by 1972 there were 4,766 members. But after 1972 the Grand Lodge of Japan began experiencing the trend that faced a large proportion of the worldwide fraternity of Masons, a gradual reduction of members and the consolidation of Lodges. By December 1980 total membership was reduced to 3,743, and the number of Lodges to eighteen. Many military masons and National Sojourners have enjoyed the benefits of our fraternity in a Japanese Masonic Lodge.

Letter to the Editor
I am a member of this Chapter, and I find myself frustrated by that same old bug-a-boo; lack of participation in Chapter activities. We are all Sojourners for any one of several reasons. But, they all seem to hinge around our common background; namely, service in one of our nation’s military services. Our purpose in life, as an organization is to promote Americanism, and to engender a sense of patriotism in our fellow citizens. Yet, we as individuals do very little toward this end. The efforts in this direction are borne by the same four or five brothers. Quite frankly, I have reached a point where I wonder why many Brethren even bother to renew their annual membership. There is no benefit to be gained by being a non-participating member.  The benefits of Sojourners, like those of Masonry, are intangible ones. Very simply, it is the satisfaction we derive from our demonstration of our love for our country. Brethren, it is time to fish or cut bait!!!  If you cannot participate in Chapter activities it is time to drop out!!!

J. W.  Illes
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