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Bremerton, Washington

Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/80/sinclair_inlet_chapter.htm

APR 2009 Newsletter


 Chapter Officers 2008-2009
	 President
	 Mr. Lance Otis
	 360-874-0835
	lotis666@gmail.com

	 1st Vice President
	 Mr. Richard Dexter
	 360-692-6876
	rdexter@tscnet.com

	 2nd Vice President
	 SMSgt Francis Worthington
	 360-692-2202
	None

	 Secretary/Treasurer
	 WTCS John M. Gray
	 360-895-3188
	wtcs_sw@wavecable.com

	 Marshal
	 Mr. Alexander Jordan
	 
	jordan3614@hotmail.com

	 Chaplain
	 1LT Harold E. Richardson
	 360-692-4023
	harolder46@comcast.net

	 Color Bearer
	 
	
	 


Hero Camp Officers 2008-2009
	 Commander
	 SSGT Michael Pursey
	 360-692-2421
	mike-n-kay@comcast.net

	 Chief of Staff
	 Mr. Richard Dexter
	 360-692-6876
	rdexter@tscnet.com

	 Adjutant
	  WTCS John Gray
	 360-895-3188
	wtcs_sw@wavecable.com


Meeting Notice!
We will meet at Elk’s Lodge #1181, Pine Road, Bremerton on Friday 10 APR. Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend. 
The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

President’s Message

Brethren,

You should be at the dinner/meeting in April. We have been promised a full slate of officers to vote for at the meeting, if you would like to be part of the line-up for next year, please notify WB Hank Carman, he is the Chairman of  the nominating committee this year. Our attendance was dismal at the last meeting, it is your Chapter, you pay dues, you are the cream of the crop: Military Masons. Each of you has a remembrance of your active duty, bring a show-and-tell. Mine is a small hammer that was used for sound testing inside the steam generators on the USS New York City, what’s yours? A uniform ribbon? A tattoo?

US Military Academy at West Point
President Thomas Jefferson signed legislation establishing the United States Military Academy in 1802. He took this action after ensuring that those attending the Academy would be representative of a democratic society. 

Colonel Sylvanus Thayer, the "father of the Military Academy," served as Superintendent from l8l7-l833. In 1815 he was brevetted a major and ordered to study European methods of educating military engineers so that he might help rescue West Point from incipient decay. The academy had a reputation for laxity in discipline and academic standards and suffered from uncertainty about whether to stress civilian or military studies. After a year at the French École Polytechnique studying the curriculum and gathering a library, Thayer became superintendent at West Point in 1817. He accomplished sweeping reforms, setting new standards for admission, establishing minimum levels of academic proficiency, and creating a system to measure cadet progress. A commandant of cadets was appointed to regulate discipline and the military curriculum. Thayer established a board of visitors to inspect the academy annually to recommend adjustments in curriculum. He also established an academic board of faculty and administrators to develop academic policy. Aware of our young nation's need for engineers, Thayer made civil engineering the foundation of the curriculum. For the first half century, USMA graduates were largely responsible for the construction of the bulk of the nation's initial railway lines, bridges, harbors and roads. 

After gaining experience and national recognition during the Mexican and Indian wars, West Point graduates dominated the highest ranks on both sides during the Civil War. Academy graduates, headed by generals such as Grant, Lee, Sherman and Jackson, set high standards of military leadership for both the North and South. 

The development of other technical schools in the post-Civil War period allowed West Point to broaden its curriculum beyond a strict civil engineering focus. Following the creation of Army post-graduate command and staff schools, the Military Academy came to be viewed as the first step in a continuing Army education. 

In 1902, after the Boer War, The Royal Military College at Sandhurst, one of those British institutions which was regarded with almost as much reverence as Westminster Abbey or the Tower of London, was remodeled on the West Point military education system. This says much for Thayer’s original planning, basing cadet education on “Duty, Honor, and Country.”

In World War I, Academy graduates again distinguished themselves on the battlefield. After the war, Superintendent Douglas MacArthur sought to diversify the academic curriculum. In recognition of the intense physical demands of modern warfare, MacArthur pushed for major changes in the physical fitness and intramural athletic programs. "Every cadet an athlete" became an important goal. Additionally, the cadet management of the Honor System, long an unofficial tradition, was formalized with the creation of the Cadet Honor Committee.  Many military and public leaders are among an impressive array of Academy graduates. Some of these, such as General MacArthur, are listed as famous Freemasons.
See you at the next meeting, 

Lance Otis.  

Highlights of the Last Meeting

The meeting opened at 1900 by President Lance Otis with the members, ladies and guests as listed on the attached Muster Report. It was moved by L. Otis and passed to forego the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. Treasurers Report, balance on hand: $1719.60   Correspondence was read, consisting of: HQ notice requesting SITREPs, re: Heroes encampments.
 Committee Reports: Nominating Committee: The Chairman (Hank Carman) reported that nominations are in for Secretary Treasurer, President, and 2nd VP. First VP and a newsletter editor are still pending. Nominations for Heroes are pending. All Nominations will be reported within the next few days after discussion with the present Secretary, re: newsletter. It was suggested that there may be some synergy with the local Naval & Military lodge to come up with a joint newsletter. Membership applications: None No candidates were initiated. Unfinished Business: (see committee reports) 
A Candle Ceremony was held for Major Dan Grogan who passed to that undiscovered country on 21 DEC 08. New Business: Membership and attendance were discussed. Do we need a call tree? It was suggested that the Sojourners join the other Masonic organizations participating in the May 16, Armed Forces Day Parade. The local Kitsap Peninsula Shrine Club secretary has indicated that there is room in front of their May 16th Bremerton Armed Forces day parade entry. Guest Speaker: Several Model cannons were displayed for discussion of naval and field cannon designs. Announcements: None. There being no further business, the meeting ended at 2000 peace and harmony prevailing. No Lewis and Clark Heroes Camp meeting was held.    
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